statement, defense and propagation of the s 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
| all delwered unto the saints. 
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EDITORIAL 


Meeting Of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Supporters 
And Continuing Church 
Committee 


On Wednesday and Thursday, August 13-14, 
1947, the meeting of the Supporters of The 


Southern Presbyterian Journal and other members — 


of the Continuing Church Committee was held at 
Montreat. There were over 250 in attendance from 
practically all the Synods of our Church. This 
meeting was characterized by a spirit of prayer 
and consecration. The Rev. John R. Richardson, 


D.D., of Spartanburg, S. C., served as Chairman 7 


of the Program Committee. 


The opening address entitled, “Contending For 
The Faith,” was delivered by Rev. Charles G. Mc- 
Clure, D.D., Pastor of Caldwell Memorial Presby- 
terian Church of Charlotte, N. C. This address is 
printed elsewhere in this issue of The Journal. 
This was followed by an address entitled, “The 
Renaissance Of Our Southern Presbyterian Lay- 
men,” by Mr. Richardson Ayres, Elder in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Alexandria, La. The third 
address of the first afternoon was by Rev. R. Wil- 
bur Cousar, D.D., Pastor of the Central Presbyte- 
rian Church of Chattanooga, Tenn. Dr. Cousar’s 
subject was “Some Aspects Of The 1947 Plan Of 
Union.’ 


In the evening, President G. T. Gillespie, D.D., 
of Belhaven College, spoke on “Some Vital Dif- 
ferences In Church Polity Between The Northern 
And Southern Presbyterian Churches.” He was fol- 
lowed by Ruling Elder, Randolph B. Lee, of Che- 
raw, S. C. Mr. Lee gave an Analysis of the 1947 
—e Union and conducted an open forum on 
t i e 


On Thursday morning Dr. Daniel Iverson spoke 
and conducted an open forum on the Federal 
Council of Churches. Dr. William C. Robinson 
brought an address on “Beliefs Which Divide Pres- 
byterians.” | 


— 


A large part of the time was given to inter- 


-cessory prayer and open discussion. We are print- 


ing two of the addresses in this issue of The 
Journal. We plan to use other addresses in sub- 
sequent issues. 


Officers elected for the new year 1947-48 are 
as follows: Elder Richardson Ayres, Alexandria, 
La., Chairman; Elder Horace H, Hull, Memphis, 
Tenn., Vice-Chairman; Elder L. E. Faulkner, Hat- 
tiesburg, Miss., Co-Chairman; Elder Kenneth §S. 
Keyes, Miami, Fla., Chairman of Finance Com- 
mittee; Elder W. Gettys Guille, Salisbury, N. C., 
Treasurer; Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Weaver- 
ville, N. C., Secretary. 


Additional members of the Executive Committee . 
are as follows: Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Elder, Montreat, 
N. C.; Dr. J. P. McCallie, Elder, First Presbyterian 
Church, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Tom Glasgow, Elder, 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, First Presbyterian 
Church, Augusta, Ga.; Rev. Ferguson Wood, D.D., 
First Presbyterian Church, Johnson City, Tenn; 
Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D., Second Presbyte- 
rian Church, Spartanburg, S. C.; Rev. C. G. Me 
Clure, D.D., Caldwell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Charlotte, N. C.; Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, 
D.D., Central Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; Rev. James L. Fowle, First Presbyterian 
Church, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Rev. Daniel Iverson, 
Shenandoah Presbyterian Church, Miami, Fia.; 
Rev. Albert S. Johnson, Charlotte, N. C. 


Members of the Finance Committee are: Ken- 
neth S. Keyes, Chairman; Elder Charles A. Can- 
non, Concord, N. C.; Mr. W. R, Willauer, Spartan- 
burg, S. C.; Elder V, G. Phillips, Tallahassee, Fia.; 
Elder W. H. Belk, Charlotte, N. C.; Elder Georg? 
Norris, Danville, Va. | 3 


Members of the Legal Committee are: Major W. 
Calvin Wells, Jackson, Miss., Chairman; Judge C. 
Ellis Ott, Bogalusa, La.; Hon, Henry E. Davis, 
Florence, S. C. 


We print on the next two pages the Report of 
the Committee on Findings. 


4 
é 
Et 
ta 
| 
| 
| 
Rev. Chariton Hatton 
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The Findings Of The 
Annual Meeting Of The 
Continuing Church 
Committee 


Montreat . North Carolina 
August 13-14, 1947 


The following findings were adopted by the 
more than two hundred-fifty people gathered at 
Montreat from fifteen of our synods: | 


Union With The U.S.A. 
Presbyterian Church 


We are opposed to union with the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. for the following reasons; 


1. The doctrinal laxity of the leaders in the 
Presbyterian church U.S.A. makes impossible a 
union in which there would be a r spiritual 
unity. 

2. The Union would carry us into a compro- 
mising alliance, at home and abroad, with de- 
nominations and institutions whose doctrinal be- 
liefs and program objectives are at great variance 
with those of our Presbyterian system. 


8. The Union would irretrievably keep us in 
the program of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America, from which we are now 
seeking to withdraw. 


4, We now control our own property and insti- 
tutions, but in the event of Union we would 
exchange 100 percent control of our property 
for a 20 percent interest in our own institutions 
and eventually the Union would result in a 
donation of all our properties to the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. 


5. Union, under existing conditions, would place 
us under the domination of the northern Pres- 
byterian hierarchy, called “The General Council.” 


' Program Of. Action 


We believe that the most important task be- 
fore us is one of educating the church on these 


matters. In order to help in this program we sug- | 


gest the following: 


xX The employment of a full time assistant 
- Bosc: Henry B. Dendy, D.D. Editor of The 
al, 3 


2, That every person present at this meeting | 


go back home to secure as many subscriptions 
to the Southern Presbyterian Journal as possible, 
In their own and in other churches, as the best 
means of desseminating this information. 


3. That every presbytery be informed through 
leaflets, letters, and the findings of this commit- 
tee of the reasons why union is not advisable. 


4. We urge all the ministers and laymen pres- 
ent to organize one day, or one evening, regional 
meetings, after the plan of the Greenville meet- 
ing, all over our church, according to the directive 
of the General Assembly that the issues of Union 
and the Federal Council be earnestly studied 
throughout the church this year. 


trinal beliefs and convictions seriously at vari- 
ance with those views held sacred to the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and the position of historic 
Protestantism, bringing in question or denying 
such cardinal beliefs as The Virgin Birth, Vi- 
carious Atonement, Inspiration of Scriptures and 
similar basic doctrines. | 


_ Federal Council Of Churches . 
Concerning our relationship to the Federal 


Council of Churches of Christ in America we 
present the following: 


Findings 


I, We declare our conviction that the leader- 


‘ship of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America has through the years declared doc- 


Il. We believe that thé Social views of the 


Federal Council, specifically urging the elimina- 
tion of all racial segregation is both unwise and . 
improper and is not desired by the best informed - 
and wisest members of either the white or colored 
races in the Southland. We believe all citizens 
should be equal before the law and that recog- 
nition of attainment and merit should be freely 
recognized as rapidly as general conditions make 
possible. We hold, however, that the Council’s 
program, urging the intermingling of white and 
colored young people and adults socially and in re- 
ligious conferences cannot successfully be effect- 
ed without far reaching dangers and that any pre- 
mature program to that end will seriously set 
back and deter the splendid progress being made 
for a better understanding and co-operation be- 
tween the white and colored races. 


III. We declare our belief and conviction that 


the economic views of the Federal Council are 
basically Socialistic and, if developed and accom- 
plished as now proposed, will destroy the very 
foundations of Free Enterprise and Constitution- 
al Government. We believe it is neither fitting 
nor proper that an agency of the Christian Church 
should lobby for such measures as the F.E.P.C., 
Poll Tax Legislation, Full Employment Guaran- 
teed by Government and similar controversial 
measures of a secular nature. We earnestly dis- 
approve of the appearance of officers of the 
Federal Council before Congressional Committees, 
as the Council’s official] records reveals, sponsor- 
ing such measures and in doing so declaring that 
they “speak for the more than 27,000,000 mem- 
bers of the denominations identified with the 
Council.” 


IV. We earnestly disapprove of the actions of 


the Council making common cause with Labor 
to the exclusion of management in economic 
issues as revealed in the official records of The 
Council and indisputable evidence to that end. 
We hold that both Management and Labor are 
equally in need of the pardoning Grace of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and that religious agen- 
cies such as the Council and the Christian Church 
should seek to serve both Management and Labor 
alike, leading them into a true understanding of 
the Gospel Message, and personal redemption 
through the pardoning love of a personal Saviour. 
We hold that such actions as the recent appear- 
ance of Dr. Cameron Hall, one of the Executive 
Secretaries of The Federal Council, appearing as 
one of the.Key speakers at a C.1.0. “Organizers 
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Rally” at Concord, N. C., is harmful to the cause 
of the Christian Church and to the effective 
declaration of its spiritual mission. 


V. We freely concede the desirability of a 
united front for Protestant denominations in the 
growing conflict with the Roman Catholic Church. 
We would call to the attention of our Church that 
this disturbing growth of the Catholic Church in 
the United States has been greatest while the 
Federal Council enjoyed its largest membership. 
We believe that the departure of Council Leaders 


from a belief in a wholly inspired Bible; the 


departure of Council Leaders from a proclaim- 
ing of a true Gospel; and the devotion by the 
Council of a larger part of its effort and re- 
sources to secular, industrial and political mat- 


ters, instead of the proclaiming of the Gospel 


message, is the true cause of the present growth 
of Roman Catholicism. 


VI. We hold that our Church is impotent to 
correct these vital defects of The Federal Coun- 
cil from within. The conditions now complained 
of have existed for years. Our protest has been 
of no avail for the purging of The Council. The 
continued membership of our Church in The Fed- 
eral Council is one of the greatest hindrances of 
i and concord that exists throughout our 

urch. 


Recommend-d Actions 


Now therefore: 

For the reasons herein set forth; and for the 
cause of peace and harmony within our beloved 
Church; and for the advancement of the cause of 
a true Gospel and a clear’and authoritative Scrip- 
tural Message to a lost world, we do hereby 
declare as the sense of this meeting: | 


A. That we urge the withdrawal of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. from membership in 
The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America; and 


B. That individually and collectively we pledge 
our efforts to expose the true record and activi- 
ties of The Federal Council and urge the min- 
isters and laymen of our respective presbyteries 
to request the coming General Assembly to with- 
draw from The Federal Council and to elect 
Commissioners who will vote to that end. 


Propaganda At 
Montreat 


We can but wonder how many protests would 
pour in and how many overtures would be in- 
spired if those unfavorable to the Federal Coun- 
cil and present plans for Church union had been 
in a position, and had used their opportunities to 
propagandize for these issues at Montreat this 
year. We are very sure the strongest kind of pro- 
tests would have been registered, and we think 
they would have been fully justified. 


As it is, for almost the entire season there have 
been those who have spoken for these issues, par- 
ticularly to the young people and even from the 
auditorium platform itself. In so doing we feel 
they have been unfair and unwise. Montreat should 
be kept free from propaganda and on the highest 
plane of spiritual witnessing. —H.B.D. 
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Eternity 
We recently saw a man who had just been seri. 
ously injured in an automobile accident. A few 


minutes later he was dead. 


We may shudder at such a picture and we may 
put the thought of death away from our minds 
but the fact remains that death is certain and 
into eternity. The great question is 

ere 


Heaven and Hell are not popular theological 
terms today and few sermons are preached on the 
fact that outside of faith in Christ we are eter 
nally lost. But, such is the case and we Chris. 
tians constantly fail to impress on our unsaved 
friends the seriousness of their condition. 


We should all stop and think of the impli. 
cations of eternity and, assured of our own gal- 
vation, realize our most imperative obligation js 
to make Him known to others, 


Eternity—the human mind cannot grasp its 
meaning but John Newton truly wrote: 
‘“‘When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we first begun.” 
_Eternity faces every soul—Christ came spe 
cifically to give to man eternal life and what we 
do with Him determines our eternal destination. 
Compared with this there is no other truly vital 


issue. —L.N.B. 


The Catechisms Of Our Church 

When a man is ordained as a deacon or elder or 
a minister of the Gospel in our Church he is asked 
the question: “ Do you sincerely receive and adopt 
the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this 
Church as containing the system of doctrine taught 
in the Holy Scriptures?” Unless he gives his assent 
to the question, he would not be ordained, Is it not 
true, then, that when he does “sincerely receive 
and adopt” these statements of our faith, he will 
not only favor teaching these truths in our homes, 
Sunday Schools and Churches, but he will do all 
he can to further this study? I raise the ques 
tion—how many of us who have been ordained are 
doing all we can to teach the Catechisms in our 
Church? How many Churches are doing all they 
can to teach these Catechisms in our Sunday 
Schools? I have found some who do not favor 
teaching the Catechisms, saying that a child should 
not be taught that which he cannot understand! 
Stories of birds, animals, bees and even snakes 
are used in Sunday Schools. And the demand for 
Catechisms decreases. And at a time when we need 
all the spiritual armor We can get to fortify our 
young people against the temptations and evils of 
the day. The Catechisms are a wonderful armory. 
They hide the Word of God in the heart against 
the time of temptation. May every teacher in our 
Sunday Schools learn them and teach them. They 
excite interest far more than these stories. And if 
the pastor will take three or five minutes just be 
fore he preaches, to give his congregation the 
‘“‘pist”? of one of the answers to a question in we 
Shorter Catechism, he will find that the congregs 
tion will respond heartily to it, and it will givé 
them a better appetite for the sermon. Try this 
We need all the ballast we can get to correct the 
delinquency which is so rampant all around us. 

Te 


(For further Editorials see Page 14) 
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The Book Jeremiah 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the sixteenth in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The following outline should prove to be of 
help in the study of Jeremiah. 


I. 1:1-19. General Introduction to the Book. 


The call of Jeremiah to the prophetic ministry. 


II, 2:1 - 25:38. Prophecies 
Judah and Jerusalem. 


1. 2:1 - 6:30. A description of the sinful con- 
dition of the people of Judah together with a 
prophecy of the destruction to come. A nation 
from the north will come and devastate the land, 
because of the sinfulness of the people. (This na- 
a Fis the present writer’s opinion, is Baby- 
lonia). 


2. 7:1 - 10:25. A rebuke to false trust in the 
temple of the Lord. The prophet calls to mourn- 
ing because of the grossness of Judah’s sin of 
idolatry and her general apostasy. 


uttered against 


8. 11:1 - 24:10. In various manners the prophet 
dwells upon the sinfulness of his people and the 
certainty of the coming exile. 


4, 25:1-38. The announcement of the exile and 
its length, and an introduction to prophecies 
against foreign nations. = 


III. 26:1 - 45:5. This section treats much of the 
personal life and activities of the prophet Jere- 
miah. It also contains some of the most glorious 
Messianic prophecies of the book. 


IV. 46:1 - 51:64. General prophecies against 
the Gentile nations. : 


V. 52:1-34. An Historical Appendix, dealing 
with the downfall of Jerusalem, the murder of 
captives and the freeing of Jehoiachin. 


The Greek Translation 
Of Jeremiah 


This fact raises a problem. If this ancient Greek 
ianslation is so different from the text of Jere- 


miah which we ordinarily use, how are we to 
account for the difference? There are those who 
say that the Greek translation is really more cor- 
rect; in fact, they would go so far as to maintain 
that it represents a better text than the one 
which we have. This is quite serious, if it be cor- 
rect. Is this, however, the correct answer to the 
problem? The present writer believes not. It is 
of course difficult to say why the Greek trans- 
lation should differ so much from the original 
Hebrew. It is possible, though, that these early 
Alexandrinian Jews who translated the book of 
Jeremiah were under the influence of Greek 
philosophy. They may very well have sought to 
introduce into the prophecy what they con- 
sidered to be a more logical arrangement of the 
messages. If they did so, they were really en- 
gaging in a form of criticism of the Bible. This 
may be the reason also why they omitted such 
words as “the king,” “the prophet,” etc., in their 
translation. 


Much study has been done on this ancient 
Greek translation of Jeremiah. We need not fear, 
however, that the order of the chapters in the 
po is incorrect, It must ever be remem- 
ered that the human writers of the Divine Scrip- 
tures were Orientals, and their forms of thought 
and arrangement of material may not always fol- 
low the patterns which we would consider to be 
logical. It is our task to try to understand the 
prophets, as they wrote. We must not seek to 
compel them to fit into molds which we prefer. 
As we read the words of the prophecy, therefore, 
we may be confident that we have the very mes- 
sage which Jeremiah wrote, and we may place 
our trust in his promises and fear before his 
threatenings. 


The Lachish Letters 
In recent years the historical background of a 


x 


part of Jeremiah has been remarkably illuminated 


through the science of archaeology. In 1935 the 
eminent archaeologist Mr. J. L. Starkey dis- 
covered eighteen ostraca (i.e., tsherds upon 
which there is writing) in a small room by the 
outer gate of the city of Lachish (Tell ed- 
Duweir). Later three more of these ostraca were 
brought to light. Most of them were letters 
which had been written to a certain Jaosh, who 
was possibly a military officer at Lachish, by one 
Hoshaiah. 


These letters are probably to be dated in 588 
B.C. when the Bablyonian king Nebuchadnezzar 
was beginning his final siege against Jerusalem 
and the two cities of Azekah and Lachish. One 
of the letters mentions that Hoshaiah is lookin 
for the signals of Lachish, because the signals o 
Azekah could no longer be seen. It may be that 
Azekah had already fallen to the oncoming Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and for that reason its signals could 
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our _ Sometime before the Christian era, possibly | 
s of in the second or early third century a translation 
nory. of Jeremiah was made by the Jews of Alex- 
ainst andria, This translation into Greek is commonly 

our known as the Septuagint. On the whole it is not 
They 4 good translation. For one thing, it is con- 
nd if siderably shorter than the text of Jeremiah which 

be- we have in our English Bibles. Again, it follows 

the a different arrangement of the text. Chapters 46- , 

the #51 follow 25:13. In the phrase “the Lord of 
rega- hosts,” the Septuagint often omits the words, “of : 
give hosts,” Likewise, it sometimes omits the designa- 

this. tion of Jeremiah as “the prophet” or of a certain 
t the tuler as “the king.” On the whole, it is about 
8. ‘x or seven chapters shorter than the original. 
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no longer be seen, If that was the case, what 
a thrilling letter this proves to be. It was written 
to Lachish by one who knew that the Baby- 
lonian monarch was approaching. 


Of particular interest is the spelling of some 
of the proper names upon these letters. The name 
Jeremiah occurs, although undoubtedly it was not 
the prophet himself. These names are spelled 
in the same manner as they are in the prophecy 
of Jeremiah itself. One who reads Hebrew experi- 
ences a thrill of interest when he notices the 
manner in which these names are spelled. Some of 
the proper names are Gamariah, Hoshaiah, Hoda- 
viah, Coniah. The name of God, Jehovah, also ap- 
pears upon these texts. 


In Jeremiah 38:4 we read the words of the 
princes who were seeking the life of the prophet: 
‘“‘We beseech thee, let this man be put to death: 
for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of 
war that remain in this city, and the hands of 
all the people, in speaking such words unto 
them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of 
this people, but the hurt.”? One of the letters of 
Lachish contains the sentence, ‘‘And lo, the words 
of the princes are not good, but to weaken your 
hands and to slacken the hands of the men who 
are informed ... .”’ The similarity in language 
between the two is most striking. 


On the whole these interesting letters reveal a 
background which is similar to that of the great 
prophecy. They thus form a substantial confirma- 
tion of the picture of the last days of Judah 
which is given in the book of Jeremiah. 


The Call Of The Prophet . 


In the first chapter of the prophecy we read 
the words: “Then the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying’ (Verse four). These words 
constitute the call of Jeremiah to the prophetic 
ministry. They also create a problem which ap- 
pears in the study of each of the prophets. The 
problem is this: How did this call take place? 
Was it merely a subjective experience of the man 
himself in which, somehow, he came to the con- 
viction that he was to be a spokesman for God 
or was it actually a message placed in the mind 
of the prophet ab extra? In other words, did the 
cal] originate in the mind of man or did it come 
from God Himself? These are the two basic 
interpretations of the prophetic call which are 
striving for the mastery. 


The interpretation which probably has found 
the greatest number of scholarly advocates in the 
present day is the first one. It is essentially a 
modernistic view for it denies the working of the 
Lord in calling the prophet, at least in any very 
unique sense. According to this modernistic view 
Jeremiah and the other prophets were men of 
religious genius. They were men of very deep and 
keen religious insight, with a profound hatred of 
the wrong, and a burning passion for justice, 
social and individual. They were so convinced of 
their calling, that they actually believed that they 
were proclaiming the word of the Lord. This 
conviction, however, was really symbolical. As a 
matter of fact, according to the modernistic in- 
terpretation, the prophets did not actually receive 
a message from without. The message was in re- 
ality subjective. It was their own, the product of 
— intense reflection upon the evils of their 

ay. 


Free to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sup. 
day School or Missionary Superintendent, one 
copy of “Take No Thought” for each family jp 
his congregation providing he will agree to give 
ja talk on Tithing before distribution. Write 
stating number of leaflets desired to: Tither, 
417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif, 


Such an interpretation, however, is not only 
modernistic. It is even antitheistic. It rules God 
out of the picture, and makes of the prophets 
nothing more than religious geniuses. 


If we would do justice to the actual language 
of the prophecies, we must abandon this modern. 
istic viewpoint. When Jeremiah, for example, 
declares that the word of the Lord came unto 
him, we must, if we are seriously to consider his 
words, ask precisely what he means. One thing 
becomes clear, when we ask such a question. 
Jeremiah believes that the message which he pro- 
claims is not his own, but comes to him from 
God. It is the word—not of Jeremiah—but of the 
Lord. Its author is God. This is the testimony of 
Jeremiah, and it is the testimony of all the writ 
ing prophets. If, therefore, we are to take the 
words of the prophets seriously, we must admit 
that they believed that their messages came to 
them ab extra. The messages were not the products 
of the subjective reflection of the individual hin- 
self. Rather, they were actually placed in the 
man’s mind from without. They were objective. 
They were of Divine, not of human, origination. 


Furthermore, we must notice to whom the 
prophets attribute the origin of their messages. 
The word of THE LORD, says Jeremiah, came 
unto him. The word, then had its source and 
origin, not in Jeremiah, but in the Lord. Who 
then, we must ask, is the Lord? This is a theo- 
logical question, but it is none the less, an in- 
dispensable one. No one can possibly begin prop- 
erly to interpret the prophets in any correct 
sense, unless he knows who the Lord is. It will 
not do to say, as do so many modernists, that 
the Lord, (Yahweh) was merely the God of the 
Hebrews. That is not sufficient. Unless we are 
prepared to identify the Lord as the sovereign 
God of heaven and earth who out of His own 
good pleasure chose the Hebrew nation and spoke 
to it, we cannot possibly understand the messages 
of the prophets. The interpretation of Hebrews 
1:1 is absolutely correct: “God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets.’”? There we have 
the correct statement of the case. The Lord 3 
God. The prophets, in other words, are proclaim- 
ing the divine origination of their message. 
this leads us to. the correct understanding of 
the problem. The prophets were men whom G0 
had raised up and to whom He communicated His 
words and who spake His message. He calle 
Jeremiah. The call, therefore, was objective. It 
came from God, the living and true One beside 
Whom there is no other. 


The prophecy of Jeremiah, therefore, we a 
to regard as the work of a man upon whom the 
Spirit of God had come. It is a remarkable and 
beautiful prophecy and one, the words of which 
we may fully believe, since they are words create, 
by the Spirit of God and placed in the mouth ° 
His faithful servant. 
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-Contending For The Faith 


(Jude 3) 


Being the Opening Address at the Meeting of the Continuing Church Committee. 


By Rev. C. G. McClure, D.D. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Our text is found in the little Epistle of Jude. 
You will remember that Jude was the half- 
brother of our Lord. At first he was not a believer 
in Christ, nor a disciple, but sometimes after the 
resurrection he was converted, and began an ac- 
tive ministry in behalf of the Christian faith. 
We do not know the exact time of the writing 
of this epistle, but since its purposes were to 
denounce apostasy, and to exhort the early Chris- 
tians to contend for the faith, it was probably 
written during the seventh decade of the first 
century. By this time the pagan world realized 
that this new sect was more than the passing 
fancy of men who believed in many gods, and it 
was making its first counterattacks against the 
rapidly growing Christian movement. These 
counterattacks endeavored to persuade the Chris- 
tian people to either deny their faith, or to so 


“compromise it, that it would be meaningless, and 


no real competitor with the other religions of the 
world. Jude realized the power and the danger 
of these counterattacks, and he urged the believers 
to “contend (greek; ‘agonize’) earnestly for the 
faith once for all delivered unto the saints.” 


Our text is a timeless one for each generation 
faces the temptation to apostasy, and each gen- 
eration must either contend successfully for its 
faith, or lose it. This is especially true in our 
day when unbelief is so rampant, and when com- 
promise in the interest of cooperation is urged 
~y hes many quarters, both in the church, and 
out of it. 


The southern section of our country is often 
called the Bible belt, and the Southern Presby- 
terian Church has often been referred to as a 


stronghold of Biblical Christianity. This is one | 


of the biggest compliments anyone could give 
us, but unless we contend for this faith against 
modern liberalism, which denies the infallibility 
of the Scripture, we shall lose the honor. The 
words of Jude, then, are an antidote for modern 
unbelief, and should challenge every Bible believ- 
ing Christian. 


Three lines of thought suggest themselves as 
we study this timely text, and we want to intro- 
duce each one by asking a question: 


1—What is the faith for which we should con- 
lend? To evade the issue, or to cover their own 
doctrinal laxity, and shortcomings, some would 
affirm that there is no standardized faith around 
which Christians should rally. They claim that 
certain doctrines are important only as a matter 
of personal opinion, and that there is no irre- 
ducible minimum of Christian faith. But such a 
Claim is a sign of unbelief and apostasy, for we 
ate able to discover an irreducible minimum, and 
- ls this irreducible minimum for which we are 
te agonize today. This minimum can be de- 
‘mined by a careful analysis of the Scripture; 
“specially the Gospel records, and the records of 


the sermons preached, and the lessons taught by 
the apostles, as found in the Book of Acts and 
the Epistles, and by examining the early creeds, 
such as, the so-called “Apostles Creed.” 


These teach an _ infallible Bible, a Divine 
Saviour, who was born of the Virgin Mary, the 
necessity of a blood atonement, the bodily resur- 
rection of Christ, and a final judgment. As to the 
belief in an infallible Scripture, we should keep 
in mind that the term includes both the Old and 
New Testaments. The only Scripture Jesus had 
when He was on the earth in the flesh was the 
Old Testament, and He said the Old Testament 
possessed stability, reliability, and unbreakability. 
See John 10:35, etc. Who is right Christ or the 
critics? Paul says, “all Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God—,” and our Confession of 
Faith very beautifully states that because of the 
‘theavenliness of matter, the efficacy of doctrine, 
the majesty of style, and the consent of all the 
parts,” it is our only infallible rule of faith and 
practise. 


The Bible and the creeds are unanimous in 
affirming the deity of Christ. By His words, work, 
and life Jesus proved His deity, and He claimed 
exclusive worship from His followers. The early 
Christians would not have been persecuted for 
worshipping Jesus, if they had been willing to 
worship other gods, too, There would have been 
no den of lions or other martyrdom for the 
early believers, if they had put Caesar, and Diana, 
and others on the calendar of worship. They 
were persecuted for insisting on worshipping Jesus 
only, and they were obeying His command. In a 
recent article in one of the daily papers there 
was a statement from a prominent unitarian 
minister to the effect that Christianity must 
turn from its “spiritual arrogance” if it is to be 
relevant to our day. But let us remember that 
when Christianity gives up its “spiritual arro- 
gance,” it loses its historical heritage, and be- 
comes as impotent as the gods of Baal. 


A few familiar verses will convince the sin- 
cere believer of the necessity of the blood atone- 
ment for the salvation of man. 1 Cor. 15:3, 
“Christ died for our sins.” Hebrews 9:22, ‘‘With- 
out the shedding of blood there is no remission 
of sin.’?’ Mark 10:45 “The-Son of Man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give His life a ransom for many.” Someone has 


appropriately called these verses and others like 


them the “A, B. C.’s” of Christianity. To ignore 
them, or to minimize them is to deny the faith, 
and to lose an entrance into that “Kingdom not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 


The Bible and the creeds also agree in affirm- 
ing the bodily resurrection of our Lord. To be- 


lieve in less than this is to turn from Christianity 


to some other religion. It is well for us to re- 
member that even Plato believed in the im- 
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mortality of the soul. How many blind souls , 
Idlewild Presbyterian Church — Memphis, Tenn. 


g there are in the ministry who think that if they 
£. preach immortality of the soul, they are preach- 
Bi ing the Christian gospel. 


| 

| 

| 

And this blessed Lord, who was very God of ) 

very God, has promised to come again to receive 
His own unto Himself, and judge the unbeliever 

2 for his unbelief, “All must stand before the | 

judgment bar of God.” Does that strike terror | 

to your heart, or are you protected by the precious ) 

blood of the Lamb? ) 

| 

| 


The second question that suggests itself after a 
thoughtful study of this text is, “Why should 
we contend for the faith?” Briefly, may I state | 
that we must contend for our faith, or surrender 
it. The enemies of the faith are represented by } 
three groups today. First, Russian communism, ; 
which is atheistic, but militant, and would destroy | 
our faith as an “opiate of the people.” Second, ) 
the Roman Catholic Church, which would subject ’ 
all people to that anti-christ, the pope, and would 
bring again the “Dark Ages.” And third, weak 
compromising protestants, who would dilute the 
faith by compromise or denial in the interest of a | 
world church, and world power. Of these three, I 
think the most dangerous is the third. A weak pro- | 


testantism, however united, cannot combat the evils in 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, or the Russian C ARI de 


| 

‘“‘bear.”’ Since the crown rights of our Lord are in- ) 
volved, and the salvation of the world depends on | Prove Themselves In Performance m 
Performance is the strictest test of quality. q1 


our truly contending for the faith, let us put on 
the whole armor of God, and contend earnestly in 

Through comments like the one below, you to 
have proof in advance that, in your church ig 


His name. 
as in hundreds of others, CARILLONIC his 


| 

| 

The third and final question is: “How should we ) 
contend for the faith?” We must contend by ' BELLS will show their superior worth by 
| superior performance. 
| 


Pra 
ig yer has a large place in the Scripture, | 
} “I have used the bells with the choir,” 
| 
| 
| 


~ 


and has been a forerunner of every great Chris- 
tian movement. Jesus said: “Ask and ye shall re- 


ceive, seek and ye shall find, knock, and it shall be writes Thomas H. Webber, Jr., of Idle- n 
opened unto you.” James encourages us by promis- wild Presbyterian Church, “and have ob- oe 
ing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit: ‘The _ tained musical effects which were here- the 
effectual fervent prayer of the righteous availeth ) tofore impossible, With your ‘Carillonic ask 
much.” Tennyson sums up the teaching of Scrip- Bells’ playable from the organ, with the " 
ture in this beautiful statement: ‘‘More things are tone coming from the echo, solo or the bri 


tower, I have great flexibility. The me of 


wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.”’ 
We must agonize in prayer if there is to be a re- 
vival, and if we are to keep the faith. 


Along with prayer, we must restudy the Bible. 
One reason for the apostasy of our day is that 
many ministers, and church leaders have neglected 
the Book. They have turned to book reviews, and 
magazine articles, and current events, forgetting 


chanism has worked perfectly, and we 
never need worry about weather condl- 
tions affecting the bells. Quality of tone, 
plus any desired volume without loss of 
quality, makes this instrument a perfect 
addition. The congregation, as well as 
the community in general, have been 
most lavish in their praise of this fine 


that the Bible is the “Sword of the Spirit.’’ Dark 
ages in history are inevitable when the Book is dis- 
regarded. 
Finally, we must show a loyalty to the faith that 
will outlive the loyalty of the men who fought for ) 
| 
| 


musical instrument.” 


CARILLONIC BELLS are a notable achieve- 
ment of the foremost and largest manufac- 
turers of carillons. To learn further details 
of their adaptability to your church, please 
write to us, at Dept. SP-17. belie 


us in the recent war. The early Christians out- | 
| Hear CARILLONIC BELLS every Sun- hu: 


thought, out-lived, and out-died the people of their 


comfort of the balcony and take the road, bearing , posssens 

in and day out, year in and year out. Brethren, CARILLOWIC BELLS » TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS » ACOUSTIC 

I beseech you, “to contend earnestly for the faith | CORRECTION UNITS: pesTeeeTe SYSTEMS comece AIDS 
once for all delivered unto the saints,” : 


day, and we must follow in their train. Ministers “s ” D»' 
must put loyalty to the church and the faith above 
personal ambition, and desire for advancement. | the. 
Elders must give Christ the pre-eminence even if | egy 
it hurts their business. Lay people must seek first | 
the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness. All a : 
must leave the grandstand of safety and personal } 
security, and get in the fight. We must leave the ) he 
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A Message To Our;{Southern 
Presbyterian Church 


By Richardson Ayres, Chairman 


Continuing Church Committee 
: Alexandria, La. 


Friends, as we meet again in Montreat after 
another year has passed, it is well that we take 
stock of the accomplishments of our Continuing 
Church Committee. There is no. doubt that God 
has heard our prayers and blessed our efforts. 
Many laymen are today awakening to the serious- 
ness of the situation that confronts our beloved 
Church. They are not only awakening, but they 
are doing something about it. 


In the 1946 General Assembly of which I hap- 
pened to be a@ member, we received scant con- 
sideration. But it was an entirely different story 


in the 1947 General Assembly. That body sent 


down to the Presbyteries largely through the ef- 
forts of our group the question of continuing 
membership in the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America, and the Church property 
question involved in union. Many here today 
took an active part in this work, and each one 
Ape = collective thanks of our Church for 
is efforts. 


But one year is a short space of time. In order 
that We may not become complacent through the 
limited success that has been ours, I would point 
ahead to those things which we may reasonably 
expect for our Church over a longer period. In 
the twenty-seventh chapter of Matthew Pilate 
asked “What shall I do then with Jesus which 
is called Christ?” I desire to consider with you 
briefly now this question of Pilate’s in the light 
of matters that concern our Southern Presbyterian 
Church today. This discussion will be under three 
heads: The Course our Church is Following; The 
4 to be Expected; What Shall We Do About 


The Course Our Church 
Is Following 


In considering the course our Church is fol- 
lowing today, it is necessary to turn the pages of 
ime backward about one hundred and fifty years 
0a German philosopher, Immanuel Kant. In his 
book, “Religion Within the Limits of Mere Reason,” 

ed were sown from which the harvest of un- 
lief and apostasy is being reaped today in our 
viureh, as well as other Christian denominations. 
Briefly, Kant deniéd the manifestation of any 
religious truth in history and refused to recognize 
we importance of the Historical appearance of 
“us as the Son of God, He made man his 
wi saviour. Contemporary and later philosophers, 
ich as Hume and Hegel, in his time, and Barth 
+ Brunner in our time, have enlarged upon 
¢ theories of Kant. But when you analyze the 


mitings of these men a belief in the Historical 
wr Supernatural Christ becomes unnecessary, 
much is the basis from which Kant reasoned. Re- 
ealed religion ceases to exist if you follow this 
l@ of thought. Man’s conscience becomes his 


only guide and is quite apart from the Will of 
God set forth in His Holy Word. 


Further fruit from the seed sown by Kant is 
the system of Higher Criticism we hear so often 
discussed. By means of this one may take the 
Bible “cafeteria” style, if so desired, leaving 
out any parts that do not suit the taste, or sub- 
stituting a limited psychological power, if you 
ee for the infinite power of God in Jesus 

ris 


Again, from the same seed sown by Kant, we 
derive the well known Social Gospel so prev- 
alent today. Man, through his own efforts in 
doing good to his fellow man, becomes the saviour 
of himself. A conviction of sin and the saving 
power of Jesus Christ-are unnecessary in this 
new plan that man has devised for his salvation. 
We thus have a morality without any religion. 


Very briefly, I have given you an outline of 
the great stream of philosophical thought which 
is sweeping over the Christian faith today. Our 
Southern Presbyterian Church is not immune to 
this attack. True, there are many members in it 
who are fighting to keep the Church pure with 
all the power that they possess. Many others are 
praying continually that a spiritual revival may 


- come to us. But on the other hand there are some 


voices in our seminaries that “give forth an 
uncertain sound,” to the utter confusion of the 
young men who are preparing to become the 
“called” servants of God. And there are some 
preachers in our churches who have followed the 
siren call of popular fancy. These men are en- 
deavoring to give their hearers a religion in 
which no conviction of sin is necessary. Then 
Christ’s admonition to Nicodemus, “Ye must be 
born again,” becomes superfluous, In brief, that 
is the course that our Southern Presbyterian 
Church is following today. We have not gone 
as far as some other denominations, but we are 
definitely being led along the same road. 


The End To Be Expected 


What, then, may we expect the end to be for 
our Church if it continues in the present course? 
I believe we may find a perfect analogy in the 
description given in the Sunday School Times 
of the Old South Church of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, forty years ago and today. 


“New Year’s Eve at the Old South Church, 
Boston, was thus described in the Boston 
Herald of December 30, 1946: ‘Starting at 
9 p. m. there will be dancing, followed by 
open house from 10 to 11:30 p. m, and a 

simple service in Gordon Chapel. Dancing 
will continue from 12:10 to 2 a. m., followed 
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by breakfast.’ A modernist watch night serv- 
ice! 


Dr. Henry S. Coffin, in his book “What 
is There in Religion” says: “Dr. George A. 
Gordon (Congregational minister of the Old 
South Church), in one of my last conver- 
sations with him, contrasted the difference 
between his people in the Old South Church, 
Boston, at the outset and at the close of his 
forty years’ ministry. Dr. Gordon said: ‘At 
the end of the 19th century, in dying, they 
had an anticipation of a glorious life into 
which they were to enter, while two decades 
later, still nominally believing in immortality, 
they had no definite, or inviting, hope in 
prospect.’ (p. 16). 


What a confession of utter failure for a 
minister to make! No one could say anything — 
worse about neo-Unitarianism than this, and 
one wonders if Dr. Gordon’s hope of future 
life had not also faded out. 


_ And his “hopeless” people can still dance 
on the last night of the old year in the church 
house! What a picture! Dr. Gordon’s only 
daughter has associated herself with the 
Anglo-Catholics. They at least have a hope 
of life after death.”’ 


Christian Friends, this is not an isolated picture 
of one church only, but applies equally to many 
other churches and denominations, particularly 
in the North and East. In conversation recently 
with a good Southern Baptist friend, he mentioned 
receiving a letter from his daughter who was 
visiting in New England at the time. She told her 
father in this letter of finding very little fellow- 
ship in the local Baptist Church. The reason, as 
she put it, ““Most of the activities of the church 
here consist in dancing and card playing in the 
church, and you always taught me these things 
were wrong.”’ 


We in the Southern Presbyterian Church have 
not “progressed” that far, but today influences 
are at work in our Church that favor this so- 
called modernizing. It is the end that may reason- 
ably be expected in time if we continue to follow 
our present course. Then we shall have a Church 
in which the saving power of Jesus Christ is no 
longer necessary; a Church whose members, while 
still nominally believing in immortality, ‘‘in dying 
have no definite or inviting hope in prospect.” 
May God in His infinite wisdom and mercy grant 
that we never reach such a condition in our be- 
loved Southern Presbyterian Church! 


What Shall We Do About It? 


I have given you an analysis of the causes and 


drawn a picture of the result to be expected in > 


time. The same question is before our Church 
that Pilate asked of the Jews 1900 years ago, 
“What shall I do then with Jesus which is called 
Christ?”” The answer that our Church gives to that 
question will determine whether it shall sink 
into an impotent organization or rise to a po- 
sition of new power and glory in the name of our 
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. The Apostle John 
in his Second Epistle gives us our duty: 


“Look to yourselves, that we lose not 
those things which we have wrought, but 
that we receive a full reward. 


Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not 
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He 
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he 
hath both the Father and the Son. 


If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: 


For he that biddeth him God speed is par- 
taker of his evil deeds.”’ 


We are told plainly here what not to do. On 
the positive side, Jesus Himself says that He has 
left the “Holy Spirit with us to convince the 
world of sin, of righteousness, and of judg. 
ment.” It is the duty of the Church to carry the 
message of salvation, God’s gift of His only Son, 
“that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.”’ What consti- 
tutes this message of salvation? Jesus tells us 


there first must come a conviction on the part 


of man of his sinful nature through the work of 
the Holy Spirit; a conviction that he is unfit 
to meet in judgment a righteous and holy God. 
That he is utterly lost if dependent upon his own 
resources. When this realization comes to man in 
full force and in all its awfulness, he is led in 
repentance by the Holy Spirit to the Cross of 
Calvary, and offered there the righteousness of 
Jesus Himself, obtained by the atonement of our 
Lord and Master on that Cross, It is God’s gift 
of. salvation to repentant sinners through the 
sacrifice of His only Son. | 


In conclusion, I urge upon our Church, with 
all the power at my command, these objectives, 
a are in complete accord with the Word of 
God: 


First, that we continue to pray to God and to 
work for a great spiritual revival in our be- 
loved Church. Such an event would solve all of 
our problems. 


Second, that we reject union with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church, and that our Church with- 
draw from the Federal Council of Churches, be- 
cause of the continuing liberalism of the leader- 
ship in control of these organizations, which put 
in question the Full Deity of our Lord and Master, 
Jesus Christ, and the infallibility of the Bible as 
the Word of God. 


Third, that we pray for the guidance and help 
of Almighty God, to the end that every teaching 
voice in our seminaries may give forth the one 
true note of salvation for repentant sinners only 
through the saving power of Jesus Christ, the 
Eternal Son of God, Who died on the cross that 
we might have everlasting life. 


Finally, let us pray that our Church, in answer- 
ing Pilate’s question to the Jews, “What shall ! 
do then with Jesus which is called Christ?” may 
be given the grace to say with Paul: 


“For I am persuaded that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Ch 
Jesus our Lord,” 


t 
ti 
ft 
0 
th 
W 
| ho 
b 
to 
sp 
th 
th 
les 
Th 
gu 
re? 
m 
thr 
the 
a | 
upc 
bey 
to 
Wa) 
Th 
We 
to 
inn 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Sept. 1, 1947, Page 11 
Sabbath School Lessons 
: Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
Lesson For Sept. 21: Guidance outward man! The stream will be muddy if the 


From Great Proverbs 


Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-7; 4:23; 6:16-19; 9:-10; 
14:34; 15:1; 16:18; 21:3; 2231; 27:1-2; 28:1; 
29:18 ; James 4:17. Devotional Reading: Proverbs 
16:1-9. 

“The proverb gives homely truth in condensed, 
practical form”; therefore it guides us in ways 
that are wise. The Word is a lamp to our feet and 
a light to our path; it shows us both the right and 
the wrong path, and urges us to travel the way 
that leads to eternal life. It reveals the dangers 
of the wrong way; it tells of the delights of the 
right way—her ways are ways of pleasantness and 
all her paths are peace. In every possible manner 
it guides our footsteps. — 


A proverb is easily remembered. Its truths are 
put in a simple, pithy way, giving clear directions. 
Very often these sayings are in contrasted forms; 
we see both sides of a great truth—‘“The path of 
the just is as the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. The way of the 
wicked is as the darkness: they know not at what 
they stumble.”” Sometimes they are in parallel 
forms; stated in one way, and then stated again in 
other words—‘‘Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get 
understanding.”’ | 


In the Book of Proverbs it is the Lord Who is 
directing our steps. (vs. 9, Dev. Read.) These 
inspired sayings of these wise men are the Lord’s 
guiding voice speaking to us, “This is the way; 
walk in it,” when we are tempted to turn to the 
left or right. We are to commit our way unto the 
lord. Notice all through. our Devotional Reading 
hw often these expressions occur: “for the Lord, 


but the Lord, unto the Lord, the Lord hath made, © 


to the Lord,” and Eight out of the nine verses 
speak of ““‘The Lord.” So the guidance we get from 
the great proverbs of the Bible is guidance from 
the Lord. We can safely follow where He guides. 


Who is to guide; the Lord or ourselves! Proverbs 
35-7, Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and 
lean not unto (upon) thine own understanding. 
The first requirement of anyone who wishes to be 
guided is faith in the guides. The second is sur- 
tendering to him, ceasing to trust in our own 
wisdom, The third is to acknowledge Him—stop 
leaning on self, and lean on your Guide. Then, we 
hust keep close to Him. A party were being shown 


through the Mammoth Cave. When they came to 


the “Pulpit,” the guide said, “I want to preach you 
4 sermon,” then climbing on the stone, he said, 
Keep close to your guide.” So many of us lean 
upon ourselves, and then when we get confused, 
bewildered, lost, we call for help. How much better 
0 let Him have complete possession and lead the 
Way in all things, and at all times! 


Starting Right: With the Heart: Proverbs 4:23. 
he heart leads the head, the hands, and the feet. 
© g0 where we love to go, and do what we love 
lo do. The heart here probably means the whole 
itner life, however, and how true it is that the 
uidden man of the heart”—the real ego—leads the 


fountain head—the spring—is muddy. So the issues 
of life, both of this life and eternal life, are 
from the heart, Let us keep our hearts pure, and 
tender, and fixed on God and His goal, and all 
will be well with us. 


Seven Things God Hates: Proverbs 6:16-19. Seven 
is usually the perfect number in the Bible. Here 
are seven things that Godhates : “A proud look, 
a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a 
heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that 
are swift to run to mischief, a false witness, he 
that soweth discord.” Notice that two, perhaps 
three, of these have to do with our tongues. James 
was not the first to see the terrible dangers of 
the tongue. If God hates these seven things, we 
— . hate them also. Ye that love the Lord, 

te evil. 


Where Wisdom Begins: Proverbs 9:10. If the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning, we are afraid 
that many of our so-called wise men are still in 
the kinder-garden. If knowledge of the Holy One . 
is understanding, how few of our people are edu- 
cated in this land we call enlightened! 


National Greatness: Proverbs 14:34. If righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation, is our nation going up or 
down. If sin is a reproach to any people, how deep 
is our shame and disgrace! 


When men think of national greatness they 
think in terms of armies and airplanes, of dollars 
and cents, of big buildings and big business; when 
God thinks of national greatness, He thinks in 
terms of righteousness. When we talk about shame 
and reproach we mean the shame of defeat in 
battle, or loss of prestige or power: when God 
speaks of shame, He means the shame of SIN. 
Is not SIN the shame of America? 


A Soft Answer: Proverbs 15:1 How many terrible 
calamities have been started by hard, or angry 
words! Many a war between nations, many an in- 
ternal strife, many a broken home, many a spoiled 
friendship can be traced to “grievous: words.” Set 
a watch, O Lord, before our mouths, keep the 
doors of our lips! 


Pride: Proverbs 16:18. All along the pathway 


of life we see the wrecks of men and women, of 


cities and nations, and over everyone is written: 
‘Pride goeth before destruction.” The last na- 
tions to fall have been Germany and Japan, both 
saturated with this awful and hateful spirit. “God 
resisteth the proud.” “Babylon the Great is fallen, 
is fallen”—that proud city, symbol of all proud 
things here on earth. 


Justice and Judgment: Proverbs 21:3, Why is it 
so hard for men to learn that God desires inner 
righteousness rather than outward ceremonies? 
Why should anyone think that a sacrifice could 
please God unless it meant that the offerer had 
some inner feeling or attitude, like faith, love, 


repentance, gratitude? To obey is better than sacri- 


fice and to hearken than the fat of rams. To 
what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices? 
Wash you, make you clean: come now and let us 
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reason together: to do justly, love mercy, walk 
—, +a thy God. (Read Isaiah Ch. 1 and 
Mich. 


A Good Name: Proverbs 22:1. “Gentlemen, I 
have nothing left but my good name, and that is 
not for sale,” were the noble words spoken by our 
great Southern hero when tempted by a delegation 
to allow his name to be used in connection with the 
Louisiana Lottery. 


“A good name is more desirable than great 
riches; | 


A good reputation than silver and gold.” 
(Am. Trans.) 


Robert E. Lee was not rich in dollars and cents, 
but what a name he left in the hearts of his 
people! 


Boasting, or Singing our own Praise: Proverbs 
27:1-2. Was James thinking of this proverb when 
he said, “Go to now, ye that say Today or Tomor- 
row, we will go’”—(See James 4:13-16). To boast 
of what we have done today, or of what we will 
do tomorrow, is equally foolish, and vain, 


The Coward and the Hero: Proverbs 28:1. Con- 
science makes cowards of us all, but what is back 
of conscience? Is it not SIN? The wicked fleeth 
when no man pursueth. What is it that gives cour- 
age? What made Luther as bold as a lion? 


Seeing and Obeying: Proverbs 29:18. Where 
there is no vision, there is anarchy and revo- 
lution, The people of France shut their eyes to 
God, and we had the French Revolution: the Eng- 
lish caught a vision through the Wesleys and 
Whitefield, and were saved and blessed. 


Knowing and Not Doing, is sin: James 4:17. Is 
not this the great sin of America? 


Lesson For Sept. 28: Worthy 
Objectives For Life 


Scripture: Ecclesiastes. Devotional Reading: Ec- 
clesiastes 5:1-7. 


While in the Bible Book Store in Charlotte the 
other day we came upon one of our old Book- 
friends dressed in a new binding. We were glad 
to find that Dr. A. T. Pierson’s most valuable 
little book, “Keys to the Word,” has been re- 
printed in a very attractive form. In our opinion 
the Introduction to this book on “The Laws of 
Bible Study” is worth far more than the cost of 
the book, to say nothing of its contents. We are 
taking the liberty of quoting very fully from its 
two-page outline of Ecclesiastes. 


“Those ‘Words of the Preacher’, in a sort of 
Monologue, record results of experience and ob- 
servation as to the Life of Man. Looked at from 
the loftiest level ‘under the Sun’ all seems a dis- 
mal] failure, ‘vanity and vexation’. Only when this 
world and the world to come are joined do we get 
the whole of life; only when God and man are 
joined by faith and obedience do we get the 
whole of man. See XII. 13, 14. 


Ecclesiastes is an enigma to many readers who 
see in Solomon an epicure, dyspeptic, hypochon- 
driac, or sceptic. To a closer student the plan of 
the book becomes plain. As seen from this world 
only, Life is not worth living, and the preface 


anticipates and outlines the argument: 1. Death 
ends all in defeat and disappointment, 2. All move, 
in an endless circle of monotonous repetition, 


nothing new, no permanent progress. 3. All labour 


fails to satisfy or gratify. 4. All is lost at last, even 
the remembrance of good. 


After this prefatory outline he enters into de. 
tail. He follows a scientific method, gathering facts, 
classifying them, and drawing inferences and in- 
ductions. . . . The solution of this Problem of 
Life begins at Chapter VIII. 10. (We would say, 
the last two chapters, especially). . . . “Under the 
sun there is no profit, but we must look beyond 
the sun. ‘Fear God and keep His Commandments; 
for this is the Whole of Man’ ”’. 


May we consider our Lesson today under three 
heads: 1. A Poor Philosophy of Life—The Ma- 
terialistic—Chapters 1-10; 2, A Better Philosophy, 
“Fear God and Keep His Commandments,” Chap- 
ters 11 and 12, and occasionally in other places, 
as 5:1-7, (Devotional Reading), 5:19; 8:12-13. 3. 
a Best Philosophy, as seen in the Gospel of 

race. 


I. A Poor Philosophy: Materialism. In several 
forms: Chapters 1-10. These forms are all man- 
made “ways of life’—man “under the sun.” First 
of all there is the pursuit of Wisdom. This, we 
take it, is not the wisdom which comes down from 


above, so highly praised in the Book of Proverbs, | 


but earthly wisdom. We see a modern example of 
this sort of wisdom in a remark by Professor Ein- 
stein recently in a letter. Writing of the atomic 
bomb, he said, “‘there is no secret, and-there is no 
defense.”? The letter went on to say that we have 
confidence in the human race and in the power 
of reason to overcome every problem! Those who 
trust “in the human race, and in the power of 
reason’’ will all sooner or later be as disillusioned 
and as disgusted as Solomon when he exclaims 
over and over, “all is vanity and vexation of spirit” 


—‘all is a striving after wind.” (Think of the 
meetings of the United Nations, and of our Peace 
Conferences, where men with all the wisdom “under 
the sun” gather to quarrel over the world, leaving 
God out of consideration). 


Second, we have the mad rush after pleasure 
and folly. The “Preacher,” like Lord Byron, 
“drank of every cup” held out by the world, to 
find the dregs in bitterness, grief, disappointment 
—“vanity.” Is it not about time that the foolish 
people of America found this out? Our facilities 
for enjoyment have increased greatly since Solo- 
mon’s time, but you get nothing when you mutiply 
zero, Pleasure in itself is just a big zero; the more 
we seek it, the more it eludes our grasp. We re 
member reading of one young girl, educated, gift- 
ed, and wealthy, who madly rushed from one 
scene of pleasure to another, until fatally injured 
in a train wreck, and with only a few moments 
to live suddenly realized her soul tragedy and 
cried out with bitter tears, “all my life utterly 
wasted’’! 


Then, “I gathered me silver and gold, and the 
peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces, 
only to find that this, too, was “vanity.” What 4 


big zero stands at the end of every man’s life 
who can take nothing with him of all his ea 

treasure, and has no treasure in Heaven! “Yea, ! 
hated all my labour which I had taken under the 
sun: because I should leave it unto the man that 


— 
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shall be after me.” Only the man of wealth and 
Big Business who consecrates his talents and labor 
to the service of God will find any lasting satis- 


faction. 


All these and other observations and experiences 
lead to the same conclusion: as far as he—the 
earthly philosopher—can see, this life “under the 
sun” is not worth living. There seems to be a blind 
Destiny that comes to all men and makes their end 
the same. To see no further than this part of the 
book would lead to the blackest sort of pessimism. 


But even in this part there are occasional verses 
which show that “The Preacher” is not going to 
leave us “in the dumps.” Every now and again 
he thinks of God in Heaven. “God is in heaven, 
and thou upon earth; therefore let thy words be 
few.” (See Devotional Reading). “I said in my 
heart, God shall judge the righteous and the 
wicked,” “‘this, (riches and wealth) is the gift of 
God,” “Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, 
and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that 
it shall be well with them that fear God.” (8:12). 


These glimpses of God become brighter until 
we come to The Solution in the last two chapters: 

Il. A Better Philosophy: “Fear God and Keep 
His Commandments.” Chapters 11, 12. In this sec- 
tion we are using freely the material found in The 
New Analytical Edition of the Bible. 


“In the last two chapters the problem is viewed 
from a wholly different angle. Life is no longer 
the sort of thing the materialist conceives it to 
be.” God, Heaven, the Life to come, are more real 
and vital than the things of earth which we see. 


We are sowing seed now: the harvest is ahead. 
“What seems to be lost here is recovered in the 


life to come—it is not all of life to live, and 


death does not end it all. We sow our life and 
all it comprises, for that unending life in which 
every good thing will come to its highest reali- 
zation.” The grave is the portal, not the end. 


There is a Judgment coming: God shall bring 
every work into this judgment with every secret 
thing, whether it be good or bad. The materialist 
says: “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we 
die.” “This does not settle the estion or solve 
the problem.” “There is left God deal with and 
a judgment to face.” Living a life apart from God 
is indeed ‘“‘vanity,” but it does not stop there. 


There is no vanity about this very solemn thought 


= = holding us to account for the life we 
lve 


We must relate our lives to God, and the time 
to begin this is “in the days of youth.” “Evil 
days” will come; death will come, and it will be 
too late then. 


“The conclusion of the whole matter is the true 
solution of the problem—‘Fear God and keep His 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man,’” (Lit. “the whole of man). We must. be 
united to God through faith (fear) and obedience.”’ 
The book of Ecclesiastes brings us one of the great- 
est messages of the Bible, but we must read and 
interpret it from the standpoints which are so 
clearly indicated.” 


_ Il. The Best Philosophy: The Revealed Gospel 
In Christ. There is “Progress of Doctrine” in God’s 
Word. God’s Plan of Salvation is the same, but 
there are preliminary and preparatory steps and 
stages, The Law is our schoolmaster to bring us 


CHILDREN’S 
ACTIVITY BOOKS 


mE OS 


S WORK AND PLAY BOOKS 
NOW READY FOR FALE 


The first of a delightful new series of 
twenty books of fascinating activity work 
for every child, from the youngest begin- 
ners to eight-year-olds, for Sunday school 
or home use, Pages associated with Bible 
stories include references and verses to 
learn. Thanksgiving and Christmas em- 
phasis make these ideal gift books. 


BEGINNERS’ two books are entitled 
““Let’s Make Something” and “Let’s Work 
a While”; many pictures to be colored; 
figures to cut out and mount, and posters 
and scenes to complete. 16 pages each. 
Price, 15c a copy. 


PRIMARY’S three books are entitled 
“Saying Thank You,” “Learning Thi 
and “Choosing the Right”; profusely 
illustrated; varied activities, including 
things to make, games to play, facts to 
learn, stories, poems, quizzes, etc....32 
- pages each, Price, 25c acopy. 


Other books are on the way, remember 
But order these five now. All 84x11 
inches. Order from your bookstore, or | 
write our Desk 93 for complete cataJogue. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 tast Central Parkway Cincinnat, 10 Ohio 


to Christ, and these “words of the Preacher” in 
Ecclesiastes should lead us to the Great Teacher 
and Savior from sin—the One Who can take our 
life and “save it’? from vanity, and turn the “zero 
into a crown of glory,” for whosoever shall save 
his life—like the materialist—will lose it, but who- 
soever will lose it by surrendering it to the Master, 
will find it not “vanity” but a glorious reality. 
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EDITORIAL 
The Rian Case 


Dr. Edwin H. Rian, of Philadelphia, was taken 


back into the fold of the Presbyterian Church in 


the U.S.A. by the Presbytery of Philadelphia on 
June 10, 1947. Dr. Rian went through the long 
conflict of the 1920’s and 1930’s which witnessed 
the founding of Westminster Theological Semi- 
nary, the formation of the Independent Board 
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, the deposition 
of Dr. J. Graham Machen, Dr. Rian and others 
from the ministry of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A., and the creation of a new denomina- 
tion, the Presbyterian Church of America, which 
soon split into two bodies known now as the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the Bible 
Presbyterian Synod. 


Dr. Rian wrote a paper which he read to Phila- 
delphia Presbytery on June 10, 1947 in which 
he confessed that he had erred in having a part 
in the formation of the Independent Board of 
Foreign Missions and in “the separatist move- 
ment which it fostered.’”’ He stated that, after a 
long study of the Scriptures and of the writings 
of John Calvin, he was convinced that the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. was “a true Church 
.of Jesus Christ,” though that Church, along with 
all other Churches, could not claim to be pure in 
all of its practices. 


By unanimous vote and without asking any 
questions the Presbytery accepted Dr, _ Rian’s 
statement and he was re-ordained. 


The event has caused no little stir across the 
country in Church circles, and some have hailed 
it as evidence that doctrinal controversy is abor- 
tive and that the need of the time is to minimize 
doctrinal differences and hasten the day of bigger 
and better ecclesiastical mergers. 


We are sure that too much is being read into 
Dr. Rian’s action. It is to be carefully noted that 
Dr. Rian’s confession of error began with the 
formation of the Independent Board for Presby- 
terian Foreign Missions in 1933 and not with the 
founding of Westminster Theological Seminary in 
1929. In other words, in Dr. Rian’s paper there 
is not a single word repudiating the necessity for 
protesting against the Auburn Affirmation which 
ultimately led, because of the reorganizing of 
the board of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
to the founding of Westminster. The implication 
is that the protest movement led by Dr. Machen 
against doctrinal error in the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A. was valid and sound until 1933! 
What Dr. Machen and his associates should have 
continued to do, it is implied, was to train men 
at Westminster with a passion for truth and to 
pour them into the pulpits of the U.S.A. Church 
for a witness. : 


How does Dr. Rian’s action effect us as we 
study the plan for re-union between our churcn 
and the U.S.A. Church? It in no ways covers 
up or condones the doctrinal compromise which 
has characterized many actions and events in the 
U.S.A. Church. It in no way denies the duty that 
all good Christians and Presbyterians have to 
witness to the truth in love. It does not even 
repudiate organized effort that is carried on with- 
the limits of decency and good order to keep the 


Church doctrinally sound and to purify its prac. 
tices. 3 


We do not in this editorial pass judgment on 
all of the implications of Dr. Rian’s action. Let it 
be said, however, that if his thesis is true and 
the formation of the Independent Board with its 
consequences was schismatic, something needs to 
be said about the ruthless ecclesiastical procedure 
which in Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly 
never permitted Dr. Machen and his associates to 
argue their case on doctrinal grounds. — 


We despise schism. It is sin, We would warn 
all against it. At the same time we do hold most 
emphatically that it is our right and duty to 
oppose re-union at present and until we are con- 
vinced that the ordination vows of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A., and the administra- 
tive methods of that Church safeguard the Gospel 
truths and principles which we hold dear. 

III. 


Why Not Belong To The 
Federal Council? 


By Vernon W. Patterson 


It is interesting and significant to note how 
the arguments advanced in favor of membership 
in the Federal Council follow a uniform pattern. 
First, it is very impressive to observe their omis- 
sions. Though evidence with direct official quo- 
tations from the Council is piled mountain-high 
against it, the advocates of the Council omit re- 
ference to this. They do not answer. They evade. 
Then they advance certain arguments that have 
been heard so often as to become commonplace. 
To the uninformed they carry some weight, but 
to those who know what the Council leaders are 
actually doing and saying, the answers are ob- 
vious. 


First, it is said that Christian cooperation re- 
quires membership in the Council. How can co- 
operation with men, who openly deny the infalli- 
bility of the Scriptures, the deity of Christ, His 
substitutionary atonement, and bodily resurrec- 
tion, be called Christian cooperation? Men who 
deny these great facts of the faith are not Chris- 


_tians, no matter what their claims or position. — 


Second, it is: said that to withdraw from the 
Council would be to become isolationists. If with- 
drawing from men who deny the historic faith 
of our church and advocate socialistic teachings 
and subversive activities which would undermine 
our American democracy—if this is isolation then 
give us more of it! True loyalty to our church and 
nation requires that we separate from those who 
would destroy both. 


Just let it be remembered, too, that the 
churches are not confined to the Federal Council 
alone for inter-church Christian cooperation. Due . 
to the sheer falsity and un-Christian position of 
the Federal Council, two other councils of churches 


’ have arisen, which are thoroughly evangelical and 


true to our American principles. These are the 
National Association of Evangelicals and the 
American Council of Christian Churches. 


Third, it is argued that, even though we do not 
agree with all the Council stands for, it is better 
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to be a member and have a voice in shaping its 


policies than to be outside with no voice. A brief 


study of the Council and its leadership makes 
it positively clear that its modernistic and social- 
istic leadership is so strongly entrenched in its 
socialistic policies so firmly established that a few 
evangelicals in its governing bodies have no chance 
whatever of effecting changes. They are merely 
used by the liberals as a conservative front to 
deceive the unsuspecting members of the churches 
who remain true to the faith. Certainly the mem- 
bership of the Southern Presbyterian Church in 
the Council has done nothing to change the false 
and socialistic trend of the Council in the years 
that it has been a member. For in those years 
the Council has grown worse, if possible, and 
still more bold and arrogant in its outright de- 
nials of the faith and in its political, socialistic, and 
even pro-communistic activities. 


The So-Called ‘Protestant Front” 


It is also argued that our churches should co- 
operate with the Federal Council in order to pre- 
sent a united Protestant front against the ag- 
gression of Catholicism. It is true that in some 
matters the Federal Council claims to have op- 
posed the activities of the Roman Catholic 
Church; but its opposition is weak, and mild, and 
is lacking in the doctrinal conviction that char- 
acterized the positive protests of our church fath- 
ers, It seems to be more a matter of political 
policy, than vital principle. For the Council in 
its opinion is too big and important to be set 
aside by the Roman Catholic Church; it must be 
recognized. The policy of the Council is favorable 
to socialism and communism; the Roman Catho- 
lie Church opposes these, So here there is conflict 
of viewpoint. But the power-complex of the Coun- 
cil is so great, its doctrinal standards so low, and 
its desire for world prominence so strong that 
it courts the cooperation of the Catholic Church 
and even suggests eventual union with it. 


In its meeting in December, 1942, in Cleveland, 
Ohio, the Council in devotional services led by 
Bishop Bashir of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox 
Church, joined in prayer through the intercession 
of the Virgin Mary, “‘the Mother of God,” and 
of the saints, and prayed for the dead. The Coun- 
cil has accepted into its membership the Syrian 
Antiochian Orthodox Church of America, the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church in North America, and the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America. In refer- 
ence to this, Dr. Hutchison in the book, ‘‘We 
Are Not Divided,” says, “In 1938 the Syrian 
Antiochian Orthodox Church became a member, 
an event of considerable significance in that the 
completely [Protestant aspect of the Council was 
thus destroyed.” 


_In its official protest against the Roman Catho- 
lic attempt to exclude Protestant missionaries 
from South America, the Council referred to the 
Roman Catholic Church as “a sister Christian 
communion,” and said, “It is... the judgment 


and desire of this Council that Protestant and > 


Roman Catholic Christians should combine their 
influence, in these days of supreme crisis to work 
for religious freedom and the other great free- 


doms, both now and in the postwar world.” In. 


its meeting at Pittsburg in 1944, the Council made 
this statement in tribute to the Roman Catholic 
Church: “We recognize it as one of the great 


— 


branches of historic Christianity. We earnestly 
seek every opportunity to cooperate with Roman 
Catholics as Christian brethren, in common ef- 
forts for the welfare of mankind.” Its leaders in 
the “ecumenical movement” openly advocate not 
merely cooperation with the Roman Catholic 
Church, but eventual union. 


An Experience In Personal 
Soul Winning 
By Rev. Charles H. Brown 
Pendleton, S. C. 


It was time for Sunday School to begin. As had 
been the case on many recent Sundays, our Sun- 
day School teacher was absent. The first few times 
this happened the time was wasted in small talk 
since no substitute was provided. With the zeal 


and enthusiasm of one only lately won to Christ, 


I seized upon this opportunity to witness for Him. 
Diligently and laboriously I studied the Sunday 
School Lesson each week with the prayer and hope 
that I might teach. When the delinquent teacher 
a this I was frequently rewarded by his 
absence. 


On this particular morning, as I stood to teach 
the lesson, I noted the usual familiar faces who 
were always present, But to my surprise I saw a 
young man waose face, though unfamiliar to some 
in our Sunday School Class, was well known to me. 
I recognized him as a young man of our com- 
munity wi:.cse conduct would have been described 
by many as ‘‘Rowdy.” In any case he was not one 
jee was noted for frequenting Sunday School 
classes. 


[I do not remember now what the lesson was 
about, but I do very vividly recall that I earnestly 
tried to present the truth of the Gospel to that 
class of young men, and especially to the young 
man, in question. During the course of the lesson 
I Wer Phi by his inquiries concerning the way. 
of Life. 


At the corc!usion of the Sunday School period 
I requested that he remain behind that I might 
have a ;-ersonal word with him. He. immediately 
admitted his need of Christ and his desire to con- 
fess Him as his own personal Saviour. But nothing 
could prevail on him to make his decision then and 
there. He insisted that there must be a church ser- 
vice and 2n invitation, then he would be ready. 


Seeing that his mind was made up, we retired 
to the morning church service then already in pro- 
gress. As the offering was being received I slipped 
a note to one of the deacons to be given to the 
pastor. I indicated to him that one of the congre- 
gation was ready to confess Christ and suggdsted 
that he give an invitation at the end of the service. 


The service ended on an evangelistic note with 
an invitation to those who desired to receive Christ 


to come forward. Immediately this young man, 


with his wife marching by his side, came forward 
giving themselves in glad surrender to Christ. To- 
day it is their joy to share this glorious Gospel in 
the needy land of Brazil! 3 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
September 1947 


September 21: Sabbath Observance Day. 

September 28: Rally Day 

September 28-30: Three 
tion Work. 


Circle Topic: “Am I Faithful To Myself?” Mem- 
ory selection, Matthew 5:33-42. (See Guidebook 
For The Presbyterian Woman, Page 20.) 


days in Religious Educa- 


Auxiliary Topic: “Brace Up Your Minds.” Em- 
phasis, Religious Education. 


General preparation for fall months, looking to- 
ward: 


Co-operation in Presbyterian Program of Progress. 
Group Conferences. 
Observance of special days and seasons. 


“C. Darby Fulton” 


This was read at the recent Foreign Missions 
Reception in Montreat. —Ed. 


When you hear the welkin ring, 

Young folks’ stunts—Or Sunday sing, 

Right there in the thick of the thing 

You’ll 
C. Darby Fulton. 


All your plans have gone awry? 
Inflation? Prices soar sky-high? 
Survey Committee? Don’t you cry— 
Just 

C. Darby Fulton. 


Do you want your heart to burn? 
For precious souls to truly yearn? 
Oh, hear these words of deep concern— 
Please 
C. Darby Fulton. 
—J. U. Woods. 


Some Methods Used To Increase 
Attendance In Circles And 


Auxiliary Meetings” 


Advertising meetings in newspapers and Church 
bulletins. Attendance contest between Circles. 
Better planned and more interesting programs. 
Change in time of meeting. Cards to the sick. 


Contacting at once and placing new church 
members in a circle. Combining the Executive 
Board and Auxiliary Meeting. Increasing the num- 
ber of Circles. Personal Work. 


Social hour following Auxiliary meetings. Send- 
ing letters and cards to all women on Church 
roll and to prospective members of community 
and Church. Sending literature to absent or in- 
active members. 


Tomorrow.’”’ 


Church night suppers—helped draw women of 
the Church closer together and thus increased at- 
tendance at Auxiliary meetings. Transportation 
Committee. Telephone Committee. Visiting, 


_*As Reported By Auxiliary Presidents. Com- 
piled by Mrs. Russell Buffaloe. 


Religious Education 
Emphases 


The religious education season, September 1- 
October 5, offers this year unparalled challenge 
in this field, for it inaugurates the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress authorized by the 1947 
General Assembly. 


The religious education campaign slogan, for 
the five years of the Program of Progress, is 
“Building Today for a Better Tomorrow.” Dr. 
Edward D. Grant, executive secretary of the 
Executive Committee of Religious Education, 
states that this is the general] idea prevading the 
whole religious education program. The Execu- 
tive Committee of Religious Education and Publi- 


‘eation is included in the Program of Progress for 


$500,000. This money is to be raised over a 
period of five years during the Rally Day season 
each year by especially large Rally Day offerings. 


There are many opportunities for service by 
Auxiliary members in connection with this mo- 
mentous religious education season. Every woman 
should give her full support to the Rally Day pro- 
gram, first by attendance and then by participation 
in the program, if asked. Certainly she will want 
to share generously in the “Double Purpose” Rally 
Day offering. 


At the September Auxiliary meeting special 
mention will be made of the Program of Progress 
campaign for religious education. Auxiliary mem- 
bers should make an extra effort to attend the 
meeting in order to receive this information con- 
cerning the campaign. 


Wednesday night, October 1, has been designat- 
ed as Church Night meeting, with a special pro- 
gram, “Our Congregation’s Share in Building for 
This program by Dr. Joseph 
Garrison sets forth the urgent need of an ef- 
fective educational program in every Presby- 
terian church and [Presbyterian home. In view 
of the nature of the program, the women of the 
Church will not want to miss Church Night meet- 
ing. 


Family Night is scheduled for Friday, October 
3. This night is to be observed by a family dinner 
or picnic at the church, followed by a program 
of recreation, and closing with a typical period 
of family worship such as might be observed in 
every Presbyterian home. 


September should be a big month in Auxiliary 
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The Fear Of The Lord Is The 


Beginning Of Wisdom 


By W. Taliaferro Thompson, D.D. 
Chairman Of The Executive Committee Of 
Religious Education And Publication 


Several years after the First World War, some 
far-sighted leaders, seeing the trend of the world’s 
life, said: “It is education or chaos.’”? At the same 
time, even wiser men were affirming: “It is Christ 
or chaos.” These last terrible years have shown 
that both groups were right in their interpretation 
of the forces at work in the race’s life. The world 
was headed for destruction, and, just escaping it, 
is still in chaos, 

But only one of them proposed the right pre- 
ventive, which must now become the remedy. 
Country after country committed itself to an en- 
larged educational program. Japan, Russia and 
Germany stood at the forefront of this movement 
which put its primary, if not sole, trust in educa- 
tion. 

I have been reading “The Nuremberg Diary,’ in 
which Dr. G. M. Gilbert, a trained psychologist, 
tells the inside story of the trial of Germany’s war 
leaders. AS in its pages one sees the pride, the 
lust, the greed, the selfishness, the cruelty and the 
cowardice resident in the human heart, he is sure 


as never before that only Christ is sufficient to 


save humanity. 

I would not set Christ too sharply over against 

education. I would not depreciate education. The 
skillful use of the schools gave these men control 
of the people for their frightful ends and made 
the nation more efficient as an instrument of war. 
It is only that education can not discover the true 
goals for life; is incapable of transforming these 
wretched hearts of ours in which are the same 
evil seeds whose full-flowering poisoned Germany 
and blighted the world. : 
_Let education become Christian; give it the 
ideals which God has revealed to us in Christ; 
make it the handmaiden of the Holy Spirit—then 
it does become our hope for tomorrow. Individuals 
and nations will be reborn and remade! 

Strangely enough, while I was going through 
Gilbert’s book I was studying Proverbs. In it there 
ls a@ continuing emphasis on instruction. Parents 
must teach their children, Citizens must learn their 


duty to the state. But the real goal of every en- 


deavor is God and His will; “the fear of the Lord 
‘is the beginning of wisdom.”’ Their hope of achieve- 


ment is through Him; “by the fear of the Lord 


men depart from evil.” If only men had this con- 
ception of education since 1918! 

All that has happened in our world and within 
our own country during the last few decades ac- 
centuates the need for Religious Edusation. We 
believe our Church has gone forward in these crit- 
ical years. The Executive Committee of Religious 
Education would voice its appreciation of the way 
In which the Church has encouraged and supported 
its efforts. The Church has given with increasing 
liberality to the work of this Committee through 
the regular budget. More and more. of our mem- 
bers have made use of our Presbyterian book- 
stores. Perhaps, a larger percent of our Sunday 

hools are using our own literature than is true 
of any other denomination. We are your servants 
and are grateful that you are saying to us in this 
way: “Well done!” 


But the evident need and the very loyalty of the 
Church make us all the more conscious of our re- 
sponsibility for serving the Church better. We are 
determined to improve our work all along the line. 

There are, however, three specific needs which 
face us. Our building is bursting out at the seams. 
It was erected in 1914, when our Church had 
310,602 members, and our total business amounted 
to $227,475.00. Now, it is 1947. We have 613,701 
members. Our business runs to $826,615.00, Build- 
ing is costly now; but we must build soon, or our 
further growth will be blocked. 


Visual Education has long passed the “fad” 
stage. The training program of the Army and 
Navy proved that. Public school educators, who 
for years have stressed the importance of “eye- 
gate,” are being given large sums of money for 


equipment of every kind. Our Church cannot lag 


behind in this field. But it must be guided aright 
in its choice of materials and some groups must 
produce worthwhile films. Your Committee has a 
real responsibility here. This, too, cannot be done 
cheaply. 

“The pen is mightier than the sword.’”’ We need 
not be convinced of that to recognize the power 
of the pen as we have observed the impact of 
“Mein Kampf” on Germany and seen the influence 
of the writings of Marx and Lenin spread through- 
out the world. The John Knox Press, which your 
Committee has only recently created as its pub- 
lishing agent, must be strengthened. Our ministers 
and other leaders must be encouraged to write, so 
that we can develop the kind of literature we need 
for our children and young people, our workers 
and the rank and file of our people. Publishing, 
also, demands capital and a large outlay of money. 

Years ago, one of the really wealthy men in our 
Church said to me: “I have heard men recently 
express their resentment that so many appeals 
were being made to them for money. I can’t feel 
that way. I welcome them as it is an indication 


that the Church is alive and making progress.” 


No one can feel resentful because the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education has made. too 
many appeals for money. This is its first special 
appeal since its organization 86 years ago. One 
plea in 86 years is not too many! 7 

We trust you will welcome this ‘appeal as an 
evidence that this agency of our Church is alive 
and making progress! 


Young People’s Work 


Sept. 21: Dare We Follow Jesus In 
Learning Not To Worry? 


| Introduction 

Have you ever heard the story about the farmer 
who used to worry all the time about his crops? - 
Every year he would worry and worry because he 
was afraid a drouth would come or a horde of in- 
sects would come and destroy his crops. Always 
he was worried because his crops ‘might not be 
good. Then one day toward harvest time one of 
his neighbors was passing his field and he saw — 
the tall, healthy looking grain and said to him- 
self, “My neighbor won’t be worrying now be- 
cause he is bound to have one of his best crops 
in years.”? Suddenly he came round the bend and 
saw his neighbor leaning over the fence with a 
worried frown on his face, He asked, “what is the 
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matter with you? You can’t be worrying about 
your crop because you have the best one you have 
had in years.” His worrying neighbor replied, 
“Yes, the crop’s all right. But I am worried, I am 
afraid it is going to be so hard on my land.” 

All too many of us are just like that farmer. 
We get into a frame of mind where we worry 
all the time about things that never come, and if 
we find out that the thing of which we are afraid 
is not coming then we find something else about 
which to worry. But that worry costs us heavily. 
Worry puts poison into our systems—literally, 
and takes years off our lives and all the joy out 
of our lives while we live. | 

Our Lord Jesus gave us the secret of how not 
to worry. The great Alexander McLaren has an 
outline of this teaching of our Lord, and once you 
see his outline you can never get away from it. 
Let us use the passage from the Sermon on the 
Mount, with McLaren’s outline. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Matthew 6:24-34) 

1. Nature shows that anxious care is needless. 
Verses 24-30. 

2. Revelation shows that anxious care is heathen- 
ish. Verses 31-32. 

3. Providence shows that anxious care is futile. 
Verses 33-34. 

Suggestions , 

Worry is really not so much conditioned upon 
things that happen, or may happen, in life as it 
is an attitude of mind. In this program let some 
one give a talk, or have three talks, on the Scrip- 
ture lesson concerning the uselessness of worry. 
After that follow the suggestion in Presbyterian 
Youth and let each member of the group set down 
the things about which they tend to worry. Then 
discuss some of these and see how they are covered 
by the propositions in the Scripture Lesson. 


When you do this you may run into a problem. : 


I used to work in a soda fountain with a fellow 
who used to say this. “You know I never worry. 
I am too busy all week, so I set aside Sunday for 
my worrying. Then on Sunday I stay in bed until 
afternoon, so I don’t have much time left for 
worrying.” A few weeks after he said this the 
fellow was fired for stealing from the company. 
When we say that we are not to worry, that does 
‘not mean that we are to be totally unconcerned 
about important issues in life and deep feeling 
born of affection for those we love. So if some 
one in the discussion claims that he never wor- 
ries that opens up the way to a discussion of the 
difference between real feeling without worry, and 
a general carelessness about life that cares nothing 
for feelings of others or important moral issues. 


Sept. 28: A Chance To Help 
Introduction 

Tonight is the date set for our contribution to 
Young People’s Religious Education Financial Ob- 
jective—the support of Rev. L. W. Bottoms, the 
new Regional Director in Snedecor Memorial Synod. 
The program is designed to acquaint you with 
the history of our church’s work among the Ne- 
groes and to present opportunities that you have 
to help in the work. You will find ample material 
for this in Presbyterian Youth and in material 
from our new Committee of Negro Work in At- 
lanta. Our space and purpose here permit us only 
to give a Scripture outline for study, a study that 
will help us see our spiritual responsibility to seize 
every chance that we have to help the Negro, 
materially or spiritually, and to seek to open up 
new chances to help. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 

The most pertinent passage of Scripture on our 
chance to help the person of the minority group is 
that matchless parable of our Lord in which He 
reversed the natural order and had the member of 
the dispised minority group help the exalted Jew, 
The parable is “The Good Samaritan.” Read it in 
Luke 10:25-27. Here are the leading ideas, as 
outlined by some preacher who has been much used 
since he first preached his sermon on this parable: 

1. The thieves lived by this principle. What is 
yours is mine if I can take it. 

2. The priest and Levite lived by this principle. 
What is mine is mine and I will keep it, . 

3. The Samaritan lived by this principle. What 
is mine is yours and I will of my own volition 
share it with you in personal, thorough service. 


Application 
Christ is the Greatest Samaritan because He 


left His home in glory and came into the world 


to lay down His life to redeem you and me and 
all others who have fallen into‘the hands of sin 
and have been stripped of all that we must have 
to live as children of God. He came into the world 
and died on the cross because He lived by the 
principle that what is mine is yours and I will 
share with you in personal, thorough service even 
unto the cross. And while He was here He said, 
“A new commandment I give you, that ye love 
one another; as I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another: (John 13:24). Thus we must live 
day by day by that same love that sent Him into 
the world. The love that sent Him into the world 
was a love that recognized that all men-regardless 


‘of color or culture—were dead in sin but of such © 


supreme value and possibility that they were 
worth dying for. So we too must present our lives 
as living sacrifices in behalf of all men who need 
our love and help, no matter their race or creed. 

As we think of this in the light of the plight 
of the Negro in our midst we recognize that he 
is no longer a slave, but he is still the victim 


of prejudice and discrimination in our society. We 


all recognize that we Christians as citizens should 
take the lead to help the Negro gain equality of 
opportunity with all of us in educational possi- 


‘bilities, political values, employment opportunities, 


protection before the courts, and personal con- 
sideration as citizens of worth. Many many differ 
on how these rights are to be realized practically 
in our society where so many people are not Chris- 
tian and are motivated by the greeds and pre)- 
udices that belong to men naturally. But as Chris- 
tians we all must recognize that our greatest 
chance to help is through the channels of Chris- 
tian fellowship and evangelism. The means for 
doing this is already at hand—in Snedecor Me- 
morial Synod and through our committee on Negro 
work. This program should remind us of some 
of our fundamental responsibilities and duties, 
while reminding us that we can best begin to ful- 
fill these through the Synod and Committee now 
at work. 
Suggestions 

You will have to assemble your material from 
Presbyterian Youth and other sources, Be sure to 
use the Scripture lesson as the heart of your 
presentation, for our duty as Christians is first 
of all in the spiritual. When we begin to do a real 
job spiritually, then some of the suspicions and 
tensions present in our life together will be re- 
lieved and we can make progress all along the 
line. 
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As 


EGINNER AND 


PRIMARY GRADED LESSONS 


FEATURING 
New Activity Books and Full-Color Story Papers 


Determined to make lessons more interesting to the child, 

Standard has rewritten its entire Graded Lessons for Beginners 

and Primary. As always, this material is all Bible, and stories 
- are selected for the child’s age, ability and need. 


- CHILDREN’S new Activity Books are profusely illustrated, a 
treasure chest for every child...things to make, pictures to 
color, games, facts, stories, poems, quizzes, etc. Issued quar- 
terly, a book to fit each age from four to eight. 


TEACHERS’ material also is all new, more helpful. Quarterlies 
have enough plans for two-hour program each week; valuable 
source for new or experienced teachers. Wonderful class-teach- 
ing pictures, large size and in beautiful colors; correlated 
songbooks, too. | 

FREE Prospectus on both Beginners and Primary courses 
showing actual samples of Activity Books, story papers and 
sample lesson from Teachers’ Quarterly. Address Desk 91. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING: CO. 20 East Central Pkwy, Cincinnati 10. Ohio 


New Field Secretary 


On September 1, 1947, Miss Eleanor Winn 
Foxworth will take up the work of Field Secre- 
tary of the Executive Committee of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief, a position which 
has been filled at various times by Misses Char- 
lotte B. Jackson, Julia Lake Skinner, Cornelia D. 
Engle, Irene Hope Hudson, and Jean Liston. 


Miss Foxworth is a native of Kingstree, S. C., 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John G. Foxworth, 
and a granddaughter of Mrs. Fannie Winn, for 
a number of years matron at Thornwell Orphan- 
age. She united with the Williamsburg Presby- 
terian Church, Kingstree; and graduated from 
Kingstree High School as valedictorian. She then 
attended Winthrop College, Rock Hill, S. C., 
graduating with the B.S. degree. 


A year in the business world, and two years as 
Secretary to the president of the Blue Ridge 
¥.M.C.A. Graduate School, preceded her graduate 


work at Yale University Divinity School, There 
she did outstanding work under Dr. Clarence P. 
Shedd of the department of Religion in Higher 
Education. On leaving Yale, she spent nearly 
three years as Director of Student Work at Louisi- 
ana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 

Your Executive Committee is convinced that 
Miss Foxworth’s scholastic training and success- 
ful experience in student work have given her 
an excellent background for her new duties. She 
has a charming personality and easily makes her 
way into the lives of young as well as older peo- 
ple. A native Southerner, she well. understands 
the Southern situation. On the lighter side, she 
reports that her hobbies are outdoor sports and 
music. 

After some weeks spent in the Louisville of- 
fice, acquainting herself with the details of the 
work of this Executive Committee, Miss Foxworth 
will be available for addresses and conferences 
in churches, woman’s auxiliaries, and youth or- | 
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ganizations. She can be reached by addressing 
communications to her at the home office, 410 
Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 


Your Executive Committee bespeaks for her 
the confidence and co-operation of the organized 
life of our Church. 


A German Prisoner Thanks The 
Defense Service Council 


The Defense Service Council published a small 
devotional booklet entitled “Facing Life With God” 
during the recent war, to be presented to Presby- 
terian Service men and women by their local 
churches or by their chaplains. There is no way to 
estimate the real value of these booklets, but the 
following letter recently received by the Defense 
Service Department shows how one copy found its 
way into the hands of a young German prisoner and 
brought to him new courage to face the future 
through a new life in God: 


“Magdeburg (19b) russ. Zone 
Schafferstr. 26 
(Deutschland) 31st May 1947 


My dear unknown American friends: 


You will be astonished to get a letter from me 
but I will tell you the circumstances. 


After discharge out of imprisoment I was going 
to my parents in Magdeburg. And there I get a 
little booklet in my hands lost~ by an American 
soldier. 

“Facing Life With God,’ A Spiritual Guide for 
Service Men and Women, published by Defense 
Service Council of Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 


And now every day I read a page. I am so happy 
that I have found the Almighty God through this 
little booklet. I can say honestly: I am be borne 


again. 


As you know it is a great plague to live in 
Germany but I think: ‘Casting all your care upon 
Him, for He careth for you.’ I am so grateful to 
have found the source of strength in Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I wished to say this to all mankind 
and they all would have a gentle mind. 


Some of my life I will tell you. I am 26 years 
old and was an aviator, now I am going to be a 
master-builder. I would be very glad to have a 
correspondence with a friend who understands me. 
And perhaps have you a Bible for me or can write 
me some from the Presbyterian Church in America 
and religious activities. My parents and I are going 
to the “Neuapostolische Gemeinde.” (New Apos- 
tolic Church. Ed.) 


In anticipation I have many thanks for you. I 
remain most respectfully with sincere greetings, 


Yours unknown, 
Signed— Horst Bode. 


Have I made many mistakes?” 


Surely this “free booklet” of the Defense Service 


Council, dropped during the war days out of the 
pocket of one our Presbyterian men, proved a 


- worthwhile investment of time and interest of some 


Presbyterian minister or parent. Since many young 
Presbyterians are still in Service, some enlisting 
since the close of hostilities, the Defense Service 
Department, 410 Atlantic Life Building, Richmond, 
Virginia, will still be glad to send extra copies of 
this free devotional booklet, “Facing Life With 
God”? to parents or pastors who might wish to 
distribute them, and also “On the Alert for Christ,” 


and “Standing Up To Life.” Write for these before — 


the supply is exhausted. 
Edward D. Grant, Executive Sec. 


Watts To Satins To The 
Belgian Congo 


Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Watt, with their children, 
Mary and William McKay, plan to leave America 
about September 1, returning to the Foreign Mis- 
sion field in the Belgian Congo, Africa, where they 
served as missionaries of our church from 1925 
to 1938, when they returned to America on account 
of their health. Their two older children, Margaret 
and John, will remain in this country. Margaret 
will be a Junior at Flora Macdonald Callege and 
John a Sophomore at Davidson this coming year. 


On July 31 the Watt family left Americus, Ga., 
where they have made their home since 1941. They 
expect to spend two or three weeks in August at 
Montreat before sailing from New York. During 
their six years in America, Mr. and Mrs. Watt and 
their four children have been active in every phase 
of the work of the American Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. Watt served as a Ruling Elder, attending 
faithfully many of the meetings of Macon Presby- 
tery and serving on various committees of that 
body, He was made Superintendent of the Sunday 
School a short time after he came to America, and 
served as the first President of the local Men-of- 
the-Church in 1945-6. His rich baritone voice will 
be missed in the choir of the church, where he 
often added much to the services of worship by 
vocal solos. 


Mrs. Watt has been very useful to the work of 
her Master in the Sunday School, teaching the 
Intermediate class, and with the young people, 
serving as Adult Adviser and Director of several 
Christmas Pageants. In the Woman’s Auxiliary 
she served faithfully as Secretary of Spiritual Life 
and of Foreign Missions. She will be an Educational 
Missionary in Africa, and Mr. Watt an Industrial 
Missionary. Each of the Watt children has been 
faithful and active in the youth work of the church. 
John was President for one year of the Young 
People’s League, and Billy Mac of the Pioneer 
Fellowship. Mary served as our local and Presby- 
tery Chairman of the Commission on Christian 
Outreach, and was active in the young people's 
conference and rallies of the Presbytery. Margaret 


has been active in the spiritual and scolastic life — 


of Flora Macdonald College. : 
On June 24 the Americus Presbyterian Church 
honored this fine family. with a farewell party, 


expressing appreciation for their fellowship in the 


work of the church and bidding them God speed in 
their return to their work of carrying on the task 
of the Great Commission. 

Rev, Harold White, Pastor, 
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‘Southwest Georgia Presbytery’s 


Young People’s Conference 


One of the most successful and inspiring Young 
People’s Conferences ever held has just ended at 
Georgia State Woman’s College, Valdosta. 


The Conference began on Monday, June 16, and 


continued throughout the week until Saturday. 


This pleasant occasion was made possible by our 
able Conference Director, Rev. Jack G. Hand, who 
secured as our Vesper Speaker a truly inspiring 
man, Rev, Russell Johnson, of Jacksonville, 
Helpful courses for both Seniors and Pioneers 
were as follows: First Period: The Bible (Senior, 
Rev. W. C. Smith; Pioneer, Rev. Bob Forbis). 
Second Period: The Church (Senior, Rev. W. D. 
Stewart; Pioneer, Miss Beth Branche). Third 
Period: The Christian (Senior, Rev. Herbert L. 
Laws; Pioneer, Rev. John R. Howard). 


Highlights of the Conference, attended by one 
hundred young people, were the softball games be- 
tween the faculty and the boys (the faculty won, 
believe it or not!), the swim meet, the scavanger 
hunt, stunt night, the announcement of the win- 
ning clan, and the climax of the Conference, the 
candlelight service on Friday night. 


Other than the forementioned, the following 
were invaluable in making the said occasion a suc- 
cess: Mr. Bob Rienhold, Rev. T. H. Makin, Mr. 
Mr. iPerry Mobley, and Miss Claranell 
peight. 


On Friday evening at supper, the girls attending 
summer school who had so graciously waited on 
the tables during the Conference were given 
gifts in appreciation of their services. 

—Henry L. Smith, Reporter. 


Corrections On Presbyterian 
Hour Network 


1, Stations Added To Live Voice Network— 


7:30 A.M., Sundays, C.S.T.: 
WKRA—Mobile, Ala. 
KPLC—Lake Charles, La. 


2, Stations Using Later Hour 


THE SAME SUNDAY: 
WMAZ—Macon, Ga., 9:30 A.M., E.S.T. 
KOMA—Oklahoma City, Okla., 8:30 A.M., 


C.S.T. 
Wi +C—Greenville, S. C., 5:00 P.M., E.S.T. 
WREC—Memphis, Tenn., 8:30 A.M., E.S.T. 
WRVA—Richmond, Va., 12:30 P.M., E.S.T. 


3. Stations Giving Program 


The Following Sunday: | | 
arn W. V., 10:00 A.M., 


WAZF—yYazoo City, Miss., 8:30 A.M., C.S.T. 
W. Va., 10:30 A.M., 


WDBO—Orlando, Fla., 7:00 A.M., E.S.T. 
WWPF—Palatka, Fla., 8:30 A.M., E.S.T. 
WTOC—Savannah, Ga., 8:00 A.M., E.S.T. 
KCRS—Midland, Tex., 7:30 A.M., C.S.T 


Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


CHOR GOWNS + VESTMENTS 
| PULPIT ROBES HANGINGS 


CATALOG a Wha SuPTLY 


(¢ 
AMERICAS 
. LEADING LINE 


OF RELIGIOUS 
MERCHANDISE 


Here is the most unique line—Bibles, 
Books, Greeting Cards, 
erous 


Bonus new ca 

full description and prices. 

' SHE CHRIS LIGHT PRESS 
Dept. 8-417R Elizabethtown, Pa. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A.A. or A.B. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th Grades. 
Veterans’ Refresher. 

Business Administration. 

Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

Aircraft and Engine Mechanics, 


Apartments Available for Married Students. 


Registration Fee $5.00. 
P. O. Box B-4 Montreat, N. C. 


MONTREAT HIGH SCHOOL 
AND JUNIOR COURSES 


Accredited. Liberal arts, bus. ed., music, dra- 

matics, religious ed. A.B., B.S. degrees. Sports. 

Rate $320.00. Self-help scholarships. Catalog. 
DR. MARGARET SPENCER, DEAN 

P. O. Box “S”’ Montreat, N. C. 
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Pro-Federal Council Group 
Meets At Montreat 


A committee of more than 200 laymen and min- 
isters throughout the Church was formed as a re- 
sult of a recent meeting at Montreat when Rev. 
Thomas K. Young, D.D., pastor of the Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tenn., and moder- 
ator of the 1945 General Assembly, was made 
Chairman of a Committee on Protestant Co- 
operation. This committee, it was said, will seek 
definitely to see to it that the church at large dur- 
ing the coming year has accurate information re- 
garding the Federal Council of Churches. This was 
declared to be necessary because of the ye 
tive vote in the Presbyteries and in the next Gen- 
eral Assembly when the decision will be made 
about the Church’s continued relation to the 


Council. 


Other members of an Executive Committee serv- 
ing with Dr. Young are: R. A. Farnsworth, Hous- 
ton, Tex.; E. L. Repass, Roanoke, Va.; Gordon 
Palmer, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Rev. P. D. Miller, D.D., 
San Antonio, Tex.; Rev. James A. Jones, D.D., 
Charlotte, N. C. 


In the larger committee representing the Sy- 
nods, Dr. Young announced the following as hav- 
ing already accepted responsibility to_ serve: Rev. 
C. Grier Davis, D.D., Rev. Marion A. Boggs, D.D., 
Rev. D. P. McGeachy, Jr., Th.D., Rev. Stuart R. 
Oglesby, D.D., and Rev. J. M. Walker, D.D. 


Evangelism 


There is much being said today in our church 
about the value of visitation evangelism. The 


principle of this method of evangelism is certainly — 


scriptural and there is no doubt but that many 
souls are being won to Christ through it. Let us 
remember, however, that there is still the mass 
form of evangelism which is by no means out of 
date. There is still plenty of room for both methods. 


An excellent example of the last form of evan- 
gelism was demonstrated when Rev. J. D. Hender- 
son of Spartanburg, S, C. came to Piedmont, Ala. 
for an evangelistic meeting. Mr. Henderson, who 
formerly spent nineteen years as pastor of the 
Second Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg, is now 
giving all his time to evangelistic work. He was 
invited to Piedmont by the pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church. His coming proved a great blessing, 
his powerful preaching of God’s Word went deep 
into the hearts of a large number of the citizens. 


One of the most interesting things about this 
meeting in Piedmont is the fact that it, in the 
short time of one week, turned from a Presby- 
terian meeting held in the Presbyterian church, to 
a city-wide interdenominational revival in which 
all the churches co-operated and in which they 
were all greatly benefited spiritually. The Presby- 
terian work in Piedmont is small and the church 
was not large enough to accommodate the crowds 
which flocked in to hear God’s Word. Therefore 
the meeting moved out into a tent which was 
already in town and more than twice as many 
attended as otherwise could be done. 


It is the sincere desire of the pastor at Pied- 
mont that the church not loose her vision of the 


PULPIT AND CHOIR. 


BENTLEY ASIMON | 
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PIPE ORGANS 


{ 
THe Marr & Company Inc. | 
ORGAN BUILDERS 
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TONGUE-TIED? 


Our timely tracts can help you give a good 
confession. Subscribe now to ee reliable 


Tract-Of-The-Month Series 
Begin with as few as 100 a month 
(Space for your local stamp) 
100 for 
WRITE FOR SAMPLES 
Committee On Christian Education 
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
Room 728 Schaff Bldg. Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Presbytery Of Winchester 


The Presbytery of Winchester recently in- 
augurated the office of General Presbyter, and ap- 
pointed an Ad Interim Committee to select and en- 
gage a man for the work, and to define his duties. 


_ Dr, Harry M. Crim, pastor of the Strasburg 
Church, has been engaged on a tentative, part 
time basis until the Fall Meeting of Presbytery. 
He will continue as Pastor in Strasburg, and act 
as Field Director of Home Mission Extension 
Work, Evangelism, and Religious Education Sum- 
mer Work, beginning June 1 


Reason For Alarm 


Thomas Guthrie used to say: “If you find your 
self loving any pleasure better than your prayers, 
any book better than the Bible, any house better 
than the house of God, any table better than the 
Lord’s Table, any person better than Christ, or 
any indulgence better than the hope of Heaven— 
take alarm.” —Selecte 


evangelistic meeting. It is the preaching and 
teaching of God’s Word which strikes into the 
heart of the unevangelized, and it is thro 
preaching as well as through visitation and pers0 
contact that God has ordained that His Gospel 8° 


forth. 
Richard Robertson, Piedmont, Als. 
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WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW 


ABOUT THE 


1948 COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST 


IN THE 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


1, WHAT SCHOLARSHIPS ARE OFFERED? Twenty scholarships in Presbyterian Colleges are 
offered as follows: $2,000.00, $1,600.00, $1,200.00, $1,000.00—these four are on a four-year basis, 
one-fourth of the amount being available for each college year, provided acceptable work is done. 
The other sixteen awards are for $500.00, $400.00, three for $300.00 each, three for $200.00 each, 
and eight for $100.00 each, and are for one year only. In every case the money will be paid by 
the Committee of Christian Education to the Presbyterian College attended. . : 

2, WHO MAY ENTER THIS CONTEST? Any boy or girl in the senior year of an accredited high 
a op is a member of the Presbyterian Church in the United States (Southern Presbyterian 
Church). 

3. HOW MAY ONE ENTER THIS CONTEST? Write to address given below for information and 
Application Form. 

4, WHAT TESTS ARE APPLIED? The actual examinations will be given at the school presently 
attended by the student, and will include: (1) a general psychological test; and (2) an English ap- 
titude test. These are to be taken under high school supervision. igs : 

5. WHAT IS FURTHER REQUIRED? There must be sent to the Louisville Office: (1) the Appli- » 
cation Form, together with personal data on honors won, school activities, and church work; (2) the 
Certificate of Recommendation, containing the High School record to date; (3) an Essay of_not 
fewer than 500 words, on “Why Attend a Christian College?” (Helpful literature on Christian Edu- 
cation may be obtained from the Louisville Office or from Presbyterian Survey articles); and (4) an 
Autobiography of not fewer than 1,000 words. (Autobiography and Essay may be written at home, 
and, if possible, should be typewritten). : 

6. WHEN WILL THE CONTEST BE HELD? (1) Application and Certificate of Recommendation 
must bear postmark not later than January 7, 1948. (2) Essay and Autobiography must bear post- 
mark not later than February 6, 1948. (3) The examinations will be held on February 6, 1948, and 
papers must be returned immediately to the school authorities. All contestants will receive written 
notification of results of Contest as soon as the grading can be completed. The money will be avail- 
able for the successful contestants for the college year beginning summer or fall of 1948. 

7. WHAT INSTITUTIONS MAY BE ATTENDED? Any of the following colleges may be chosen 
by the successful contestants. No other institutions are eligible for consideration. Write to the col- 
lege of your choice for information about the college. . 


College Scope President _- Address 
Hampden-Sydney Men.................Rev. Edgar G. Gammon, LL.D................... ampden-Sydney, Va. 
Centre Rev. Walter A. Groves, Ph.D. Danville, Ky. 
Davidson Men ? Rev. J. R. Cunningham, LL.D.................... Davidson, N. C. 
Mary Baldwin .Women Rev. Frank B. Lewis, Ph.D. Staunton, Va. 
Southwestern i ininccrecannin Rev. C. E. Diehl, A.M., LL.D. Memphis, Tenn. 
Austin Co-ed Rev. W. B. Guerrant, D.D. Sherman, Tex. 
Westminster Men Fulton, Mo. . 
Queens. Women.......... .Rev. Hunter B. Blakely, A.M., Th.D.......... Charlotte, N. C. 
King CE eicninotene Rev. R. T. L. Liston, Ph.D. ..Bristol, Tenn. 
Arkansas ee Rev. John D. Spragins, Jr., D.D. Batesville, Ark. 
Presbyterian Co-ed Marshall W. Brown, Ped.D. Clinton, S. C. 
Agnes Scott. W .James R. McCain, (Ph.D. Decatur, Ga. 
Belhaven Women Rev. G. T. Gillespie, D.D. Jackson, Miss. 
Flora Macdonald Women Rev. H. G. Bedinger, D.D. Red Springs, N. C. 
Davis & Elkins Co-ed R. B. (Purdum, Ph.D. Elkins, W. Va. 

Junior College | 
Mitchel] Women John Montgomery, M.A. Statesville, N. C. 
Peace. Women Wm. C. Pressly, Litt.D. Raleigh, N. C. 
Lees. | Co-ed =. Rev. J. O. VanMeter, D.D. Jackson, Ky. 
Lees-McRae 0 EE Rev. Roswell C. Long, M.A., D.D............... Banner Elk, N. C. 
Schreiner Men J.J. Delaney, Litt.D. Kerrville, Tex. 
Presbyterian Junior.........-. .Rev. Louis C. LaMotte, M.A., D.D.............Maxten, N.C, 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D.D., Executive Secretary 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
410 Urban Building : | ee Louisville (2) Kentucky 
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